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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears in more than one number of this
magasine is to be given logether with the last instalment of the article

An Tmerging World Culture
—Regulazities in Culturc Change—
By Julian H. Steward
(I) Ifast and West: an Emerging World Culture

A new world culture is emerging as the necessary result of modern
technological development. This new culture involves conflict, but it
is conflict between past and present rather than between East and West.
According to the author there was no such bifurcation. The idea ‘‘ East
and West > is an over-simplified generalization. There are so many
societies within and between them. The modern industrial progress is
quickly eliminating local differences and creating a new universal
culture. The author enumerates interdependency of peoples and nations,
linking of widely separated societies and emerging of a complex of
closely interrelated technical and social features as main characteristics
of this new world culture. This never means, however, reducing all
people to a monotonus sameness. Instead, we are witnessing many a
new subculture emerging as the result of industrialization.

(II) Cross-Cultural Regularities of Contemporary Change

In a succinct and clear form the author summarizes a methodology of
anthropological field research, which is based on his own rich field
experiences. In his project, ‘“ Study of Cross-Cultural Regularities of
Change, * one of his basic assumptions is that special segments of any

1



population will change in similar ways, if the same acculturative factors
are introduced. This assumption derived from the results of his field
research in Puerto Rico. Another of his important hypotheses is exis-
tence of several cross-cultural types independently emerging in widely
separated areas as the result of specific sets of factors. If these as-
sumptions are right, cultural change will be predictable to a certain
extent. Hence practical value of anthropology. The author outlines
his ambitious field research project, which covers Northwestern Mexico,
the Central Andes, West East Africa and Japan. And he intimates the
kinds of results he expects from his project. Of special interest and
importance are his views on practicabilities of anthropology as an
applied social science. He duly calls attention to an oft-neglected point
in implementing technical aid programs for under-developed areas,
that is, the importance of the subcultural groups that comprise the
basic populations whose changing values and attitudes strongly affect
national policy.
(S. Iwamura)

Réflexions sur la physique de Descartes.

par XKaichiro Yukawa

La méthode de Descartes est la méthode mathématique. Cette méthode
se sert, dans ’analyse, des deux unités; ¢ magnitudo) et { multitudo}y.
Ces deux unités correspondent, 1'un et I'autre, aux orientations algébri-
que et géométrique de la méthode cartésienne. Dans  Regulae’y les deux
sont également qualifiées. Mais, dans la ¢ Géométrie)y la supériorité est
donnée a l'orientation algébrique.

Quand il va s’occuper de la physique, Descartes est obligé d’introduire
un élément nouveau dans sa méthode. C’est ’expérience sensible, Car
il est impossible de traiter les objets de la physique avec l’entendement
seul.



