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happen in South and S. W. Asia, and the thus originated idea of con-
traposition was then introduced to the higher religions, which have
given it ethical modifications.

“¢ Happiness and Human Nature *—On Bentham’s
Idea of IHappiness I

By Yutaka Kishihata

This paper discusses the problem reserved in my preceding study on
‘ Happiness and an Existence of Man’, that is, the problem of necessity
contained in Bentham’s idea of happiness. IFor it is one of the three
points the clarification of which is required for proving the adequacy of
the idea; and this has been my fundamental question from the beginning
of my preceding study. But prior to the consideration of the problem
we have to begin what nature of man is presupposed by Bentham.
According to Bentham, the real nature of man as an individual is an
interested and passionate natural being characterized by self-regard, and
to such beings the fundamental social relation is their mutual dependence
mediated by the social mechanism of division of labour and exchange.
In this respect man must simultaneocusly be called a social being.

Thus human nature has both active and passive aspects: it is at the
same time interested and passionate, and this is the kind of man pre-
supposed by Bentham in his philosophy. Because of this nature man
cannot be sufficient to himself, if he seeks his own satisfaction he must
do so in his relations to some external objects. As such a man is a
natural and social being, so those objects also are natural and social:
and as these are independent of him, it is not always assured to him to
gain the objects necessary and satisfactory to him. This circumstance
necessarily makes man interested and passionate, and it seems t0o be a
general experience for a man to feel anxiety and distress in many
cases of his life. In view of this fact we may say that man must pursue

2



happiness. To Bentham’s, therefore, happiness is an essential object or-
value which man with such a nature must always pursue. In this sense,
then, the idea of happiness has its necessity.

Having examined all the three points (two in the preceding study and
one in this), we may conclude that Bentham’s idea of happiness is
adequate with regard to the social situation of his time. In a word,
this idea meant happiness as a basic interest of capitalistic man who
was becoming powerful in the social life of the day.

In England at that time industrial revolution was going on. The
industrial people were opposed to the privileged aristocrats and in their
struggle against the latter they grew into an influencial class. Bentham’s
idea of happiness standing for the basic interest of this class had a
twofold social meaning. On the one hand it is defensive-reformative ;
on the other hand, it is constructive-developmental. The great social
significance of Bentham’s utilitarianism consists in its contribution to
the establishment of the capitalistic system, which was one of the grea-
test historical accomplishments at that time not only to the industrial
class but to the world.

But there is no denying the fact that the industrial class came to be
divided against itself due to the opposition of basic interests, quite con-
trary to Bentham’s intention in those formative days of the capitalistic
system. Accordingly we must say that Bentham’s idea of happiness
is no more adequate to our present situation in so far as its concrete
contents are concerned. But ‘the greatest happiness of the greatest’
number ” is still today a valid purpose. Only we have to form a new
idea of happiness with new concrete contents which are really adequate
to the present. In this sense, then the spirit of Bentham’s utilitarianism
is still living in our heart.

:k For the Japanese original of this article,se Vol. XXXVIII, No. 12, Vol.
XXXIX, No. 1, & 2.



