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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears in more than one number of this

magazine is to given together with the last instalment of the article.

On Mental Tests

By Tatsuo Yatabe

Distrust in mental tests which has been expressed among various
kinds of people may be classified into that of 1) non professionals, 2)
of spiritual scientists and 3) of clinicians. R. A. Solokin’s argument on
Test Mania (Harvard Educ. Rev. 1955), if cited as an example of mistrust
among non-professionals, is of course sufficiently convincing in some
respects, but his criticism is justified rather in blaming the mental
test because of its immaturity, than in chstrustmg it as such. His
most layman-like reproach is expressed in hlS claim that the results
of the psychological test has many ambiguity and an interpretation
should be always necessary, while there are no rooms for interpreta-
tion concerning with the results of test in the natural science. I can-
not endorse his opinion that the results of test in natural sciences do
not need interpretation. His another amateurish criticism is the claim
that the quantification of the mental in general should be impossible.
This claim is only due to ignorance of many instances where the
quantification is effectively performed. '

The spiritual scientist’s criticism says that the statistical method
ought not to be used in the idiographic sciences. But every science has
two aspects in its structure, the nomothetic process i. e. the construct-
ing processes of the general knowledge, on the one hand, and the app-
lying process of the knowledge} to a particular case, on the other.
Statistical operation of thought prevails in the former and intuitive
thinking in the latter. It cannot hold good to consider these two as-
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pects as two different sciences by cutting off them from each other.
Therefore, as the nomothetic sciences need intuition in their process of
application, so the idiographic sciences should be regarded as they
need more or less statistical thinking in the process of construction of
the knowledges which form the very hasis of the description.

Against the clinician’s attack on the statistical tests, which has been
focused principally on the self-diagnostic inventories, we can stand on
three points. a) There are, indeed, now in use some imperfect tests,
but such a test must be improved, needless to say. b) The criticism
says that the self-diagnosis is inevitably biased. But it matters little
with the apparent bias, because the responses on each item of the
diagnostic test should not be used in their phenotypical meanings, but
in the genotypical meanings which are induced from the special validi-
ty testings. c) The criticism says that the statistical prediction can
not be applied to individual cases. To this criticism we can answer
that the prediction should be enough convincing, because the area,
which several tests point out in common, is to a degree limitted. Be-
sides, the diagnosis must be always a synthetic evaluation and dia-
gnostic tests are to be used together with other data, i e. with thera-
peutic tests as well as other in formal informations. In such an eval-
uation test score plays rather the part of an indispensable component.

Eindricke aus der Reise in Europa und Amerika

vonn Masaaki Kosaka

Masaaki Késaka, Professor der Philosophie der Pidagogik, der auch
Dekan de rpidagogischen Fakultit der Kyoto Universitit ist, reiste vom
Friihling bis Sommer in 1956 durch USA, England, und Deutschland,
besuchte viele Universititen, und unterredete sich vertraulich mit vielen
Denkern. Seine Eindriicke {iber die europdischen und amerikanischen
gegenwirtigen Tendenzen der Philosophie sind folgende:

1) In USA. a) Die Philosophen in USA haben sich nun wieder neu

2



