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bedeutet, daB das Licht die geradlinige Richtung nimmt. Die faktische
Existenz, daB ein Ding ist oder es dem Menschen in Sicht kommt, setzt
natlirlich das Faktum voraus, daB es etwas Unsichtbares gibt. Solche
unsichtbare Existenz ist die Dunkelheit.

Der Hintergrund hat tiberhaupt keine Kontur. Wenn ein Ding, das die
Kontur hat, hinter das andere als sein Hintergrund gestellt wird, da verliert
es seine Kontur und Vorderseite. Je groBer der Grad von Charakter des
Dinges als Hintergrund wird und je ndher es zum blauen Himmel, der
keine Kontur hat, kommt, desto schwacher wird die Erscheinung als Form
und Vorderseite eines Dinges. Dies ist der Sinn der Perspekiive. Es bedeutet
mehr als die einfache VergréBerung der Distanz zwischen Augen und
Objekt. Es bedeutet also, daB das fernliegende Objekt weit entfernt ist

vom Interesse, welches die anschauende Augen haben.
“Cognition” in the Samkhya Philosephy

by Gikai Matsuo

The philosophy of classical Sarhkhya assumes the two ultimate principles
of Nature (prakriti) and Spirit (diman), to account for all experience. The
prakriti as the unmanifested primary cause transforms into its effect or the
manifested prakriti, through the contemplation or seeing (dargana) by the
atman of the prakriti. In the Sdrhkhya philosophy, the act of knowing is
regarded as the action of the Intellect (buddhi) working together with the
sense-organs, the Mind (manas), and the Ego (ahaihikara). Since the action
of the Intellect, etc. belongs to the manifested prakriti, “to know or cognize”
is nothing but the manifestation of the unmanifested prakriti. And the
“thing to be known” or the known object (visapa), according to Sarhkya,
does not exist as a finished product independently of the knowing or
cognizing action of the buddhi, etc. Rather, it means the very sphere in
which the said action actually operates and receives its form. Without
providing such a sphere, the formless knowing action cannot manifest or
form itself. Thus the Sphere (visaya) in which the self-formation of the
formless knowing action takes place, is the object or scope of action of the
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sense-organs, as well as the field in which the Mind, the Ego and the
Intellect operate. In accordance with this meaning of the Sphere, the
manifested prakriii like buddhi, etc. is called the object or sphere (visaya)
which is the gtman’s medium for realizing itsell. The knowing or contemp-
lation on the part of the diman, which is the knower of the prakriti but is
in itself inactive, cannot be realized without the mediation of the Sphere,
that is, the manifested prakriti. The Sphere is, however, by itself ignorant
of the distinction between itself and the @iman. Accordingly it cannot by
itsel{ bring into completion the action-less dtman’s true knowledge. All
that it can do is to give a form to the ignorant knowing action of the
acting Ego (ahamkdra). In order to realize the true knowledge of the
atman, the manifested prakriti itself has to attain the same true knowledge
(@bhyantara-jiiana or internal knowledge). Only when the ignorant mani-
fested prakriti comprehends its own true nature as the evolution (parinama)
of the unmanifested prakriti, which is also the self-realization of the d@tman’s
inactive contemplation, can the prakriti reach the true knowledge of the
dtman. For the realization of this true knowledge, according to Samkhya,
the manifested prakrit, the sphere of buddhi, etc., must be in the state of
cessation (mivritti) from the ignorant knowing action. In the Sarmkhya
philosophy, therefore, to know or cognize is no more than the self-realization
of the true knowledge of the @iman, which is the knowing subject but
inactive, through the cessation of the state in which an object is known,
namely, by putting an end to the sphere in which the Intellect, the Ego,
the Mind and the sense-organs operate.

Die eschatologischen Grundlagen der idealistischen
Geschichtsphilosophie

von Ernst Benz

Der Denktypus der Philosophen des deutschen Idealismus zeigt nicht nur
die Tendenz, den Glauben zur Schau zu erheben. sondern auch eine
charakteristische Orientierung an der Geschichte, ndmlich einen Versuch,

den Sinn des Seins auf dem Wege iiber ein Verstdndnis der Geschichte zu
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