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philosophers to final liberation, was totally unfamiliar to them. In this res-
pect they differed essentially from the Vedantins and the Sarnkhyas, who,
following the Upanisadic tradition, regarded the atman as being transcendent
of all phenomena, and whose systems were permeated with the doctrine of
liberation. For the Naiyayikas, there was no discrimination between empiri-
cal knowledge and liberating knowledge, both being attributed to the same
atman. Although the Naiyayikas asserted that the liberation is attained
through the true knowledge of the ‘objects to be known’, we find that their
system was merely in the guise of the doctrine of liberation.

‘Norms and the Actual Life’ in Chinese Ethical Thought
by Yukihiko Yuasa

Contucian ethics does not take norms as something which would give rise
to the strains of our life. According to Confucianism, we should accomodate
norms into our individual situations rather than follow a few number of
moral principles too rigidly. Probably we can say that Confucianism is on
the whole not an idealistic but rather a naturalistic ethics. It tries to minimize
the tension between the person who acts in some social situations and the
norms which govern the society to which he belongs. In this sense, it is a
kind of rational ethics.

Chinese ethical thinkers, in a way, stand to the position of western thinkers
in a strong contrast; Chinese thinkers, Confucian or Taoist, have no idea
of the religious devaluation of the actual world. To Chinese philosophers,
the actual world, as a matter of fact, is the best of all possible worlds, and
human nature, as they teach us, should be subject not only to the laws of
nature but also to natural laws which imply the concept of norms in any
case. In other words, all men are put under the rule of their destiny, and
yet, in principle, should be able to fulfil the moral law by adapting them-
selves to their situations rationally.

At any rate, the author will explain some basic problems of ethics vested

with Chinese traditional thought.



