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Natur und Kunst

——Im Umkreis von der Problematik des
Schelling’schen Begriff der Natur (1)—

von Tadakatsu Yoshida

Kants Begriff von der Zweckmibigkeit der Natur, mit dem zwar eine
Beschaffenheit der Natur an sich gemeint war, bedeutet jedoch im Wesent-
licheren das subjektive Prinzip der reflektierenden Urteilskraft. Der Begriff
der Freiheit in der Erscheinung wurde von Schiller fiir das objektive, die
Schénheit erméglichende Prinzip gehalten, welcher Begriff doch ein Analogon
zur subjektiven moralischen Freiheit bleib. Der genannte subjektive ideale
Standpunkt und der Herdersche objektive reale sind bei Schelling dazu
gekommen, miteinander vereinigt zu werden. Er sieht im Natur und Kunst
je eine wirkliche Offenbarung der absoluten Identitit, d. h. in der ersteren die
reale Identitit, und in der letzteren die ideale. Also sind Natur und Kunst
dem Wesen nach identisch, und somit hat Schelling diejenige Einheit der
beiden ans Licht gebracht, die seit Kant vielfachs erforscht worden ist. Aber
seine Natur-und Kunstauffassung fiihrte letzten Endes zur Spekulation der
Schonheit als iiberzeitlicher Idee, wogegen so etwas wie “Asthetik von unten”

zustande gekommen ist.

Art and Technique

by Kenjiro Yoshioka

It is by means of clarifying the meanings of two words, ‘art’ and ‘technique’,
that the author tries to defend the position of art in an age of technique.

In the course of history words naturally changed their meanings, and these
changes in the meanings of words tend to result in rendering our thoughts
indefinite and even in obscuring the meaning of our own existence. A his-

torical investigation, therefore, might be helpful to our task.

2



As is well known, the separation of art from technique which serves only
for practical purposes of daily life took place in Renaissance time, and since
then art became not only a means to recognize various things in our world
but also a human activity to materialize beauty. After Industrial Revolution,
however, scientific technology has made an enormous progress, which gave
rise to an age of technology; by now technique no longer means manual
dexterity but academic knowledge.

The fact is that technology is predominating over our age, and influencing
our conception of nature; we are now liable to regard nature as something
to exploit and conquer. The exploitation of nature, however, stands in a
sharp contrast with the love for nature which to restore, the author suggests,
would be a defense of art in the age of technology. If we loose our capacity

for love, we loose art, too.

Hume’s ‘Sympathy’-Ethics
by Masahiko Fukushima

David Hume tried to establish his theory of morals, which is contrary to
the rationalistic ethical theory, on an emotional principle in human nature.
According to this eminent successor of ‘moral sense’ school, the chief source
of moral approbation is derived from ‘the extensive sympathy with mankind’,
which is a particular kind of feeling because of its, though weak in degrees,
vet general and constant agreeableness. By this extensive sympathy we can
acquire an impartial standpoint of ‘judicious spectator’.

But the moral judgement based on this particular feeling is not always
said to have the positive power to produce men’s unselfish actions. In order
to satisfy Hume’s own postulation that morals, instead of mere speculation,
should have a strong influence on our actions, he must confine the applica-
tion of his sympathy-ethics only to a certain limited situation, that is, to a
society founded on the ‘convention’, which somehow expresses basic interests

common to all people.



