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idea of a “creatio ex nihilo” seems to be the conception of “non ens” as

113 33

opposed to “ens”. This does not mean of course that this “non ens” is.
already imagined as a “nihil”, for it still rémains a sort of “ens”, but it
implies nevertheless an inference towards the absolute “nihil”.

2 - As for the contribution of the Hebrew religion, it seems to have come.
from a transcendent conception of the absoluteness of the divine power of
Yahveh. This divine power was believed by the Hebrew religion to be so
omnipotent that it could not be thought of as presupposing anything like

matter for the creation of the world.

3-TFinally, under the impact of Hellenistic speculation, the encounter of
Greek philosophy with the Judaic teaching, combining the idea of the
absoluteness of a divine power creating the world from “nothingness” with
the Greek conception of a “non ens”, succeeded in coining this new expres-
sion of a “creatio ex nihilo”. We surmise that the absoluteness of the
divine power as conceived by the Hebrew religion brought the Greek
philosophical conception of “non ens” far beyond its original meaning by
adopting in its stead the new word “nihil”.

Ideas, Qualities and Substances in Locke’s Philosophy

by Jun’ichi Tsuchiya

This paper is concerned with Locke’s view on the relation between the
physical world and the data of sense.

In the first three sections I attempt to clarify the meaning of the distin-
ction between primary and secondary gqualities. It is pointed out that secon-
dary qualities are not mental states, but the power or dispositions of the
physical micro-objects, and that the distinction is significant only if it has
the “corpuscular philosophy” or atomism as its background theory.

In the fourth section of the paper I expound an analysis of what Locke
said about the idea of substance and its relation to his theory of the

physical world. Locke’s concept of substance is, in its proper sense, logical.

2



Berkeley, however, in his attack upon physical realism, confused substance
in the logical sense with physical reality. The ambiguous character of
“deas” in Locke is closely connected with Berkeley’s mistake. (For this
interpretation I am much indebted to Jonathan Bennett.)

The paper concludes with a short comment on the relevance of Lock’s

physical realism to his theory of knowledge which is stated in Book IV of
the Essay.

The Problem of Universals

by Narahide Asano

It is the aim of the present study to examine, from a logical point of view,
Plato’s theory of Forms and compare it with the theories of universals of
Aristotle and contemporary analytic-philosophers.

The main contents are as follows.

(1) An explication of Plato’s use of the word ‘being ().

(2) The properties of the relations of odppedes, rowavia and péleg
between Forms and of the relation of péfefes between Forms and
sensible objects.

(3) Criticisms on the theories of universals of Aristotle, B. Russell and
J. M. Bochenski.

(4) The distinction between general words (i. e. common nouns, verbs,
adjectives and so on) in ordinary language and general terms (i. e
predicate signs and signs for sets) in logic and set theory. This is
concluded from an examination of Quine’s extentionalism, taking
Wittgenstein’s view on universals into consideration.

(5) The distinction between Plato’s Forms and Aristotelian universals
(attributes).

(6) The distinction between Plato’s Forms and sets.

(7) Platonic interpretation on predicate signs and signs for sets.
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