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The Problem of Space and Realism in Japanese Painting

by Johei Sasaki

Associate Professor of
Aesthetics and Art History,
Faculty of Letters,

Kyoto University

In Western painting the conception and technique for the expression
of space and the description of solid form developed early. During the
Renaissance, works which gave the effect of realism appeared. However,
if one traces the origins of painting and juxtaposes the same motifs
from Western and Japanese cave paintings, it will be found that both
began from flat images. How is it that such differences arose that
resulted in flat images in Japanese painting and spatial expressions in
Western painting?

First, there are the differences of materials. In Western painting,
binding agents such as oil were very good for the manipulation of
pigments, allowing colors to be easily mixed. They were therefore
good materials to render the expression of space and solid form. In
Japanese painting, on the other hand, where finely ground mineral
pigments were applied by brush, and ink was absorbed into paper, the
materials lent themselves to flat expressions.

However, more than this disparity of materials, there was a basic differen
ce in the conception of space between Japan and the West. In contrast
to the rational Western conception of space as represented by one-point
perspective, an original conception of space arose in Japan. Though it
may seem strange to the modern eye, inverse perspective and the
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multiple perspective of Buddhist painting were used.

In this paper, I will trace the evidence of the expression of space
and realism through the history of Japanese painting to the mid-Edo
period painter Maruyama Okyo. It was through his successful rendering
of modern space, derived from his revival of sketching from life,

that the curtain of Japanese art was opened to great developments.

La théorie du jugement chez Descartes

—— Sur le jugement de Pentendement dans “Regulae” ——

par Takashi Kurata,
étudiant en recherches
4 P'Université de Kyoto

Il y a une indéniable différence entre la théorie du jugement que
Descartes développe dans “Regulae” et celle dans “Meditationes” et
“Principia”. Dans “Meditationes” et “Principia”, le jugement, qui consiste
& affirmer ou nier ce que l’entendement présente, est un acte de la
volonté. Mais dans “Regulae,” il est attribué a l'entendement qui a une
autre faculté de connaissance. Qu’est-ce qui a causé cette différence?
Certes, “Regulae” a été écrit par le jeune Descartes qui n’a pas encore
approfondi sa propre philosophie, mais cela ne répond pas suffisamment
& cette question. Dans ce traité, je voudrais trouver une des réponses a
cette question en faisant ressortir ce qui suggére dans “Regulae” le
passage du jugement de I'entendement & celui de la volonté.

D’abord, jexamine comment lentendement connait la vérité. Selon
Descartes, entendement connait, par l'intuition distincte et indubitable,
les natures simples, c’est-d-dire les éléments minimums qu’on peut
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