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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The outline of such an article as appears in more than one number of this

magazine is to be given together with the last instalment of the article.

Keynes’s Philosophical Development; Before
and after A Treatise on Probability

by Kunitake ITO

Professor of Philosophy
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

It is a well-known fact in the history of modern probability theory that
John Maynard Keynes’s logical system of probability judgement in A
Treatise on Probability was severely criticised by his student Frank
Ramsey. Ramsey remolded it into a new theory, which later became the
standard model of the so-called subjectivist theory of probability. Many
commentators have endorsed the interpretation that Keynes saw the decisive
advantage of Ramsey’s new theory and retracted his own. Some commen-
tators are even trying to analyse the effect of Ramsey’s theory in his
magnum opus The General Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money.

The author of present article proposes a different interpretation. He
argues that Keynes, in his later years, indeed abandoned his own early
theory of probability, but that he took a different track from Ramsey’s,

that is, the Wittgensteinian ordinary language analysis of human rationality.
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It means that Ramsey’s effect was rather indirect and negative.

It is the basic assumption of present article that this theoretical change
on Keynes’s side can be made sense only when it is put in the broader
context of Keynes’s life-long concern about the epistemological foundation
of human rationality. On this assumption, the article traces his philoso-
phical development from his undergraduate days in Cambridge to those of
General Theory and “My Early Beliefs”. The analysis focuses on the contrast
between his early epistemological standpoints expressed in his unpublished
manuscripts and his mature theory of “convention and personal decision”
in General Theory.

The overall picture of Keynes’s philosophical development which emerges
from this survey is that Keynes started as a “Neo-Platonistic” (Keynes’s
own word) intuitionist and ended as a certain kind of communitarian
pragmatist. A Treatise on Probability contains both of these elements,

Therefore it should be read as a middle point of this philosophical journey.

Tanabe’s Logic of the Specific and the
Critique of the Global Village

by James W. HEISIG
Director of Nanzan Institute

for Religion and Culture

The philosophy of Tanabe Hajime is a world-class philosophy—both in
the sense that it presents Japanese intellectual tradition at its best, and in
the sense that it needs to be liberated from the confines of the culture
and language that gave it birth in order to execute its full potential. In
this essay 1 take up Tanabe’s logic of the specific as a standpoint from
which to consider the consequences of twentieth-century Japanese thought

stepping out onto the world forum. Tanabe himself did not make the
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