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des approches qu’elle propose.

Negating the Positive on the Border: Early Adorno’s
Integration of Psychoanalysis with Epistemology

by Kin-ya NISHI

Doctoral candidate

in the Department of Aesthetics
and Art History

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

Though it has engaged little attention, T. W. Adorno’s unsuccessful
dissertation of 1927 entitled ‘The Concept of the Unconscious in the Tran-
scendental Theory of Mind’ can be read as the first explicit expression of
his epistemological methodology. In this lengthy paper, Adorno struggled
not only to relate the transcendental theory of Kant to the psychoanalysis
of Sigmund Freud, but to elaborate the notion of the unconscious as “boun-
dary notion (Grenzbegriff)”, one of the most subversive conception for his
long term theory-practice. Such boundary notions as the unconscious and
the thing-in-itself in Kantian philosophy, Adorno argues, should prove in
themselves the existence of a split between their implication (that is, the
field beyond the border of consciousness, experience etc.) and the fact that
such notions can exist exclusively within the border of the consciousness,
experience, and so on. The cognizance of this antinomical contradiction in
boundary notions required him a twofold reflection: on the one hand, the
delusion of the barely transcendent has to be dispelled through a non-
metaphysical exploration; on the other hand, he has to avoid forging a
sort of monistic empiricism. And this dilemma can only be resolved in
a theoretical practice of resetting the boundary of our notional recognition

forward. This is why Adorno, in his later career, continuously negated

5



the positive use of boundary notions (say, Heidegger’s “being”) so that the
potential of the negative could be kept solely in the contradiction of words,
and made us realize that every human knowledge, even about the transcen-
dent, is based on a material procedure (=language). My essay attempts to
analyze how he managed to transform both Kantian theory and Freudian
psychoanalysis into this kind of uniquely materialist epistemology in terms

of his paradoxical understanding of language.

Parfit’s Defence of Utilitarianism : A New Look
from the Theory on Person and Personal Identity

by Mariko OKUNO
Research Fellow
of the Japan Society

for the Promotion of Science

This paper deals with Derek Parfit’s theory of personal identity, and with
its bearing on utilitarianism. He is known as a ‘defender’ of utilitarianism,
but we must ascertain in which sense he is so, and how we, following him,
can defend utilitarianism.

Utilitarianism has often been criticized that it does not take seriously the
distinction between persons. For example, Rawls and Nozick criticized
utilitarianism precisely on that ground, and Williams attacked utilitarianism
by saying that it neglects the integrity of a person. But what is a person?
What does ‘personal identity’ mean? In order to give a satisfactory reply
to these criticisms, one must look to the theory of persons and personal
identity. Hence, we begin by expounding Parfit’'s arguments on these topics
in his Reasons and Persons (Part Three).

First, introducing the concepts of person and personal identity, Parfit
proposes two kinds of criteria for personal identity, i. e. the Physical and

the Psychological. Then, he contrasts two views on the nature of a person,
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