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l'autre; la raison du refus de ‘ne pas étre’ vient de son impensabilité et
son innommabilité, alors que le choix de ‘etre’ est nécessaire et obligatoire:
la légitimité de ce choix est certifiée a priori par la Déesse sans argumen-
tation. La décision est, pour ainsi dire, un critére qui sert de base & ’appré-
ciation de l'opinion vraisemblable en tous points. On peut donc dire qu’il
y a deux étapes de la xpéaeg: d'une part, la décision par laquelle la Déesse
donne 4 ‘étre’ le titre de vrai chemin de recherche, tout en écartant ‘ne
pas étre’ et, d’autre part, le jugement de lopinion qui est uniquement
formulée du point de vue de la Déesse en “&tre’ et ‘ne pas &tre’ sont le
méme et non le méme”, & l'aide de cette décision-la. Et ce jugement de
P'opinion n’est que le point de départ de la recherche de la vérité. Autrement
dit, ‘&tre’ n’étant pas la vérité méme, mais le ‘cceur’ de la vérits, la
recherche se termine seulement quand on trouve le sujet de ‘&tre’ qui

satisfait aux conditions de ‘étre’ développées dans le fr. 8.
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Religion and Problems of Meaning in Paul Tillich
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I examined the structure and character of Paul Tillich’s metaphysics of
meaning, which is the fundamental frame of his early religious thoughts.

What is the place of religion in modern autonomous cultures? When
we examine religious thoughts in the 19th and 20th centuries based on
this question, a change in thoughts can be observed. The question of
religion changed from a question of “value” to that of “meaning”. This
current of thoughts corresponds to the rise and fall of neo-kantianism.
Tillich attempts to understand religion in the frame of his metaphysics of

meaning based on his critique of value philosophy of neo-kantianism at
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the following two points. Firstly, culture and religion are placed side by
side in value philosophy. Then religion will be forgotten in autonomous
cultures, or religion will oppose itself heteronomously to the culture.
Therefore, culture and religion cannot find the true definition of their
relation. Secondly, value depends on the subject that evaluates it, resulting
in relativism of values. This relativism cannot be overcome in the value
theory. Therefore, the problem of relativity of the religious norms cannot
be solved. In Tillich’s metaphysics of meaning, he searches for solutions to
these two problems.

Firstly Tillich defines religion as the ground and the abyss of culture.
Culture is a context of meaning, and religion is the ground that guarantees
the meaningfulness of the context, culture. However, the context of meaning
as culture is conditioned. Religion is also the abyss of meaning that
demands that the unconditional meaning should be fulfilled.

Secondly Tillich attempts to overcome the relativism by developing
further the concept of “dynamical truth”, a thought that norms are created,
which he accepted from Troeltsch. I interpreted its central logic as “logic
of fulfillment”. This logic is as follows. The religious dimension shakes
culture, the old context of meaning. That is, the new breaks through the
old context of meaning. The truly new cannot be put into the old context,
and the former cannot be known there. It will be known when it is
assigned its own place within a new context created on a new principle,
that is, when we obey the demand that a new context of meaning should
be created. The old context is denyed by the new. However, at the same
time the former is affirmed by being placed in a new context and being
given a new meaning. This is meaning—fulfillment. The old context and
the new context are cultures and themselves conditioned. If we remain
within either of these contexts, we cannot capture the religious dimension.
‘When a new context is created from an old one, we can meet the religious
dimension only by standing in front of the unconditioned. Tillich’s idea of

dynamical truth can lead to a new interpretation of the paradigm-theory.
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