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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

Hsii~kan’s View of Humanities

by
Shuzo IKEDA
Professor of the History of Chinese Philosophy

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

Hsii-kan (788, A. D. 171-218) asserts that human-mind owns “litac” (E3H,
the ability of self-command) by nature. This assertion, which is similar to the
statement of Sung-Ming li-hstieh (5RBA#ZZ, new Confucianism in the Sung and
Ming dynasties), makes him seem standing on the hsing-shan-shuo ({33, the
proposition that human nature is good). And he expectedly declares that all human
beings can and must become the chiintzu (F-F, the man of both learning and
morality ; a sage) by self-cultivation, especially by studying Confucian classics.

But it is wrong to judge Hsii-kan's view of human nature to be the hsing-shan
-shuo such as that of Mencius, for he affirms existance of shang-chih (%, the
man who is a saint from birth) and hsia-yii (T, the stupid person who has no
capability of self-improvement). Generally speaking, affirmation of shang-chih
and hsia-yii inevitably leads to the hsing-san-p‘in-shuo (=484, the proposition
as follows : there are three classes on human natures, the higher class is hsing-
shan, the lower is hsing-& (#3, human nature is evil), the middle class, to which
most people belong, is mixed with the goodness and the badness. To get virtue or
vice is determined by acquiring or not). And the hsing-san~p‘in-shuo was the main
idea in the Han dynasty. Therefore it is well that we should consider him to be also
based on the hsing-san-p‘in-shuo. His emphasis upon the necessity of self-cultiva-
tion is suitable to the hsing-san-p‘in-shuo.

Nevertheless , on the other hand, he insists that the faculty and capacity of each
individual person is different, therefore everyone can not become the chiintzu. This



assertion contradicts the hsing-san-p‘in-shuo, because it essentially denies the
possibility of chung-jén (%A, middle-class-people) to become the chiintzu.

But Hsii-kan does not deny whole reason for being of chung-jén at all. He finds
it in various talents of chung-jén. He thinks that talents and intelligence are more
important and useful than morality against traditional doctrine. Thus he could get
rid of the shackles of Confucianism, and made a step forward to the liberalism in
the Wei-Chin (B1®) period.

Another “Aesthetics” in Hegel’s Philosophy :
On the Reality of “Things’ as Fiction

by

Ken-ichi IwAKI
Professor of Aesthetics and Art History

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

As I have already suggested in “The Journal of Philosophical Studies” (Nr.
564), we can find another ‘aesthetics as a new science’ among the various works
of Hegel, which clarifies the structures of human experiences and the functions of
sensibility and feeling. Actually, Hegel’s so-called “Aesthetics”, which he himself
originally had preferred to call “The Philosophy of Art”, has its roots deep in this
‘another aesthetics’

In this article, I would like to turn my attention to Hegel's radical theory of
‘perception’ in his work, “Phenomenology of Mind” (1807), in which he decon-
structed every fixed belief in the truth of our consciousness and unveiled its
relativity. According to Hegel's consequent thinking, criterion of the truth is
always changed in, and related to, the formations of every consciousness each time
it happens. With regards to the ‘perception’, its discourse of truth always depends
on the belief in the real existence of ‘things’. In other words, the truth of perception
and the belief in the reality of things have always been correlating to each other.
Therefore, the reality of things must be changed into fiction if we understand that
the structure of perception is only in the unstable to-and-fro motion between
contradictory statements, i. . on one hand, ‘the thing is one’, but on the other hand,
‘the thing has many qualities’.

Hegel revealed the structure of this contradictory consciousness and its tacit



