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dem Gesetz abzuweichen ?

Ich méchte den Anhalt zu diesem Problem in “einem Faktum der reinen Ver-
nunft” finden, das das Hervortreten des Gesetzes besagt. Diese Abhandlung inter-
pretiert dieses Faktum als das SelbstbewuBtsein der reinen Vernunft. Nach dieser
Interpretation bedeutet das Gesetz dasjenige Bild der Vernunft, das erst dann
entsteht, wenn die Vernunft ihrer selbst inne wird. Erst durch dieses Gesetz, d.i. ihr
Bild, erkennt sie das, was sie ist. Erst durch dieses SelbstbewuBtsein vermittelst
des Gesetzes wird sie zu sich selbst. Die Abweichung von dem Gesetz muf ihre
Wurzeln in diesem Werden der Vernunft haben. Auf Grund dieser Interpretation
zeige ich zum Schluf}, was das Ritsel des Ursprungs der Abweichung von dem
Gesetz bedeuten soll.

The Logic of the Indeterminable Relations
between the Social and the Personal

On the Passage from Disciplinary Society
to the Society of Control

by
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Research Student of Sociology

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

According to sociological perspective, the person has generally been considered
as a “social-being”, whose recognition and practices have been always-already
regulated by the social conditions. This perspective was emphasized by the spread
of structuralism which persuasively discusses the de-centering of the subject. The
implications of structural determinism, however, have been opposed by the
attempt to theorize the return of the subjectivity.

The leading sociologists of this critical perspective, Pierre Bourdieu and Anth-
ony Giddens reconsidered the concept of the structure, and put forward the interde-
pendent relationship between the structure and the subject. There are not a few
different points between the two theorists, but Bourdieu and Giddens take up a
common theoretical position under which the subject is not to simplify as the
subjugated but is regarded as the agency with a certain activity. Their social
theories don’t accept the static relationship between the structure and the subject



but conceptualize the structuration, that is, the structuring process of social rela-
tions with a dynamism that accompanies the subjective agents. Their concept of
the structure is the medium organizing the way of the agents and the outcome
produced by them. To indicate the reflexivity that mediate between the society and
the person, Bourdieu and Giddens established their social theories that subscribe
neither structural determinism nor voluntarism.

Their reflexive sociology, however, shows merely the reproduction of the struc-
ture in spite of suggesting the activity of the agency. Their theoretical frameworks
are inherently possessed of this aspect as their own limit. Both of them are to
interpret consequently that the changes are reduced to the generative foundation
of the given structure or habitus, by reason of presupposing the external relation
between the society and the person which is mediated by the practices.

Is it possible to consider logically and empirically, however, that such a relation
is an external one? It is unrealizable to suppose the society without the person, or
the person being outside the society for all practical purposes. The society and the
person are inseparably related to each other and simultaneously constituted.
Bourdieu and Giddens give substance to the binomial relation that the agents
mediate between the society and the person. We might think that such a suspect,
binomial schema is what their analytic procedures call for, but the in-between that
is indicated by this relation is the actual. Both what is called the society and the
person are effects or derivations that internally arise from the in-between keeping
the intensity. It would be better to regard the action not as the medium that is
reduced to the structure or the subject but as the event that the in-between gives
rise to. Such a point of view will enable us to consider the social and the personal
as the internal lines that arise from the space in-between. The action is to perform
in the moment excited by the intensity of the in-between, which has no determi-
nant foundation.

This theoretical reconsideration would moreover give us the effective perspec-
tive in dissection of the contemporary society of control that Gilles Deleuze called.



