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enquiry is about Being and Being’s structure, and concrete entities are taken into
account only to lay open their Being. The relation between the natural temporality
of the motion of the natural clock and the existential temporality of the Being-
there cannot be explained within the ontological horizon of Being and Time: the
temporal unfolding of the project of existence as conceived by Heidegger has little
to do with the regularity of the spatio-temporal process of nature.

This confirms Watsyuji Tetsurd’s intuition that the lack of an adequate
ontological analysis of space in Being and Time is related to the lack of an
adequate analysis of the social dimension of the Being-there, and shows one reason
why the second Heidegger attributed an ontological function to spatiality equal, if
not superior, to that of temporality.

Hegel’'s and Martin Luther’s Views

pivoting around the Eucharist
Between Enlightenment and Mysticism

by
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Research Student of Ethics

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

This paper seeks to examine the similarity and discrepancy between Hegel’s
speculation and Martin Luther’s mysticism, concerning Luther’s discussion on the
Eucharist, that is,“Real Presence of Christ”(Realprisenz Christi) or Consubstantia-
tion. I shall attempt to confirm if Luther’s“Real Presence of Christ”or Consub-
stantiation in which Hegel found speculative character, actually coincides with
Hegel’s own standpoint, including it’s negativity.

Hegel consistently persists it is Luther’s standpoint that place in contraposition:
the Eucharist of the Catholic Church and that of the Reformed Church, in several
lectures at Berlin university such as philosophy of religion, philosophy of world-
history and history of philosophy.

Luther defended the doctrine of Consubstantiation, to which after the consecra-
tion both the bread and wine and the Body and Blood of Christ coexisted. H.
Zwingli, on the other hand, understood the doctrine in terms of Enlightenment, and
affirmed that the Lord’s Supper was primarily a memorial rite, and that there was



no change in the elements whatsoever.

As for this great controversy on the Eucharist, Hegel usually manifests he
himself takes sides with Luther’s interpretation. Hegel finds self-expression or
self-estrangement of the Absolute in  Luther’s “Real Presence of Christ”, and the
logical structure of Luther’s Consubstantiation coincides well with Hegel’s specula-
tion.

The doctrine of Transubstantiation in Catholicism holds that the Eucharist
universally conveyed to the believer the Body and Blood of Christ irrespective of
the communicant’s belief or sentiment. Hegel regards this as a superstition that
adheres to the “externality” (AuBerlichkeit), referring to an example of “excre-
tions of mouse” in his lectures on the history of philosophy.

Against this Transubstantiation, Hegel offers positive support to Luther’s asser-
tion on the Eucharist that claims that Host is not the Body and Blood of Christ, but
just a piece of bread and a drop of wine. The bread and wine will have validity as
Host, only when they are accepted with an unwavering faith of the believer.

Both Hegel and Luther understand religiosity is realized through direct and
subjective contact with God in the Eucharist, however, they show opposing stand-
point, that is, while Luther maintains mysticism that enjoy direct oneness with
God, whereas Hegel asserts spiritualization of mysticism that realizes unity with
God through negativity.



