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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

The Maturation of Japanese Painting
in the Early Modern Period

The Influence of Muromachi-period Thought
in the Construction of the Aesthetic Sensibility of Japan

by
Johei Sasaki
Professor of Aesthetics & Art History

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

When we consider Japanese painting traditions, we can see their epitome in the
Tosa and Kano schools. This way of thinking about painting and painting methods
was transmitted over a long period and matured gradually. This occurred in the
following manner.

The social structure of samurai and court society was the supportive basis for
painters. Painters developed distinctive means of expression that would reveal at
a glance their stylistic allegiance to particular schools of painting in order to
produce the fusion of purpose, taste and aesthetics so desired by their patrons. This
became an “archetype” that was the criterion for painting method.

This “archetype” of the completed form of painting method was adopted by later
painters and matured into the traditional “model.” And this “model” is assumed to
exist in the brush technique, nuances of brushwork, and the formation of the
character of the painting. This “model” exists as form visible to the eye and,
furthermore, as an invisible “model” consisting of the ideas that prescribe the
expressive form that determines the character and refinement of the painting.

Namely, there exists a “model” that regulates each of the minimum required
features and a “model” whose role is to determine the pattern of the composition
and the overall expressive image. This double-layered structure of the “model”
sets up an ordered approach to the expression of the desired ideals, which is an
important constituent of the inner structure of the systematized “Do,” or Way.



Painting (gado), calligraphy (shodo), tea ceremony (sado), flower arrangement
(kado) all connote the relation between the “model” and “Do,” the Way.

Although it was in the Muromachi period that the “model” was connected to the
“Do,” or Way, why was it in this time period that this relationship emerged? The
background of this development was the Confucian way of thinking employed by
the Ashikaga Shoguns in establishing the country that resulted in the protection of
Confucianism. Confucianism can be called the learning that orders the organiza-
tion of social norms. To structure a workable human society, various rules must
be organized, knowledge accumulated, and methods of inheritance and education
must be established. The use of Confucianism for the fundamental ideals to order
society was crucial to the Ashikaga Shogun’s aspiration to establish the Muroma-
chi shogunate. That Confucian thought formed the nucleus of the political ideals of
that age is connected to the structure of traditional art and culture.

In this paper, I have discussed the problem of the “model” in the painting of early
modern Japan, and related how the Confucianism that flourished in the Muromachi
period was deeply connected to the construction of the aesthetic sense that visibly
links the traditional arts of Japan.

Communication and Ethics I

by
Masahiko MIZUTANI
Associate Professor of Ethics

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

As a propaedeutic study of ‘Communication Ethics’, this paper is the first part of
attempts to review communicative phenomena in a comprehensive way from
philosophical standpoints. While the concept of communication has been so preva-
lent that it might well be called a buzzword, it is hard to say that philosophy or
ethics has succeeded in providing any adequate explanation of the notion from the
ground up. Discourse Ethics of Harbermas was a landmark attempt to explain
communicative phenomena on the basis of the ideal of “good communication” that
is to be taken in advance. Nevertheless, it tried to move on to the topic of ethics
in such haste that it seemed to have a certain biased view toward everyday
communication. Looking at the history of Western ethics reminds us of Plato’s



