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different faces, but they are all beauty. That is to say, Chinese thinkers accept the
ability of “aesthetic” judge. Therefore, the problem about pleasure is the very
important one in Chinese philosophy. In spite of this importance, because of
disrespect to the sensuous pleasure we can not find the development of thought
about pleasure in Chinese philosophy. So, it goes without saying in Chinese theory
of arts.

In connection with this problem, there is the problem about technique. In
Zhuangzi #£F Paoding f&] says that he likes Dao i, and it is beyond the
technique. In this text we find the basic thought about technique in Chinese
philosophy. But about such tendency to “respect the process” in the problem of
technique, we find another one in Confucian texts. In that text they say that it is
important to behavior “with ease and comfort (Anan &%)”. This “respect the
process” is a fundamental thought about theory of act in Chinese philosophy. And
we usually emphasis the “freedom” in Chinese theory of arts, but Chinese thinker
have another point of view, “model of behavior (Li fL)”. Similar to usual behavior,
Chinese painter draw a picture with freedom on the one hand and in following the
model on the other. What is called “Fang {57, it is represents this intension. So
when painter draw a picture in this way and “with ease and comfort”, it is just an
ideal action.

Meno’s Paradox, Recollection,
the Method of Hypothesis, the Calculation of the Cause

and the Road to Larisa
The Beginning of Epistemology in Ancient Greek Philosophy

by
Yasuhira KANAYAMA
Professor of Philosophy

Graduate School of Letters
Nagoya University

Plato’s Meno contains ideas similar to various important topics of epistemology
today, such as the recollection theory (81C-86C) and the calculation of the cause
(98A), which respectively remind us of nativism and of justification that distin-
guishes between true belief and knowledge. However, what we today take them to
be may be different from what Plato intended. The aim of this paper is to elucidate
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Plato’s own ideas on these issues.

Recollection is presented to answer the so-called Meno’s paradox, which claims
that it is impossible to search for something one does not know. Meno presents this
paradox, having in mind the following Socratic principle: unless one knows what
something is, it is impossible to know what it is like. For example, if a person does
not know (gigndskei) who Meno is, he will not be able to know whether Meno is
beautiful or not (71A-B). Some interpreters have taken the use of the verb
gigndsketn to imply that for Plato knowledge is a matter of acquaintance, and this
further has led them to conclude that the paradox concerns the impossibility of
starting inquiry about what an inquirer is not acquainted with.

However, as J. Lyons has pointed out in his Structural Semantics (p.201), ‘the
possibility of grading occurs within gigndskein’. I take it that it is necessary to take
into account two levels of knowledge in order to understand Meno’s paradox. For
Meno, to see Meno is to know him; anyone seeing him will know at once that he
is beautiful. For Socrates, for whom the true self is the mind, consideration by the
mind itself is necessary to know both Meno (his mind) and his beauty (of his
mind).

Consideration by the mind itself is the key to understanding how recollection
answers Meno’s paradox. Meno presents the paradox in such an ambiguous way
as to cover three claims, all of which are mistaken in Socrates’ mind’s eye. In one
understanding, the paradox is taken to deny the possibility of starting inquiry on
what an inquirer cannot identify. If the inquiry concerns what one has no way of
identifying, it is a truism that one cannot start inquiry. On the other hand, if it
concerns something one can identify either by its name or by its sight or by some
other simple information, one can certainly start inquiry seeking for further clues.
Here the mistake of the paradox lies in its underestimating the mind’s power of
starting consideration.

However, even if an inquirer has started inquiry, he may be unable to find any
clue for further inquiry, in the situation where he is ignorant of his target. Thus,
the paradox claims secondly that it is impossible to continue inquiry because of the
absence of clues. However, when there is no clue available, one can contrive some
clue on one’s own initiative. For this purpose Socrates explains and makes use of
the method of hypothesis in the Meno (86E-89C). In an effort to ascertain the
truth or falsehood of some belief P, this method enables one to put forward some
appropriate premises, and to bind P to them through the calculation of the cause
of P.

However, what one takes to be the cause of P may be mistaken. Here we face
the third claim of the paradox that because any judgement one forms may be
wrong, one can never make a discovery and succeed in attaining knowledge even
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if one continues inquiry. However, we can answer the paradox in this form by
taking into consideration the analogy of the road to Larisa (97A-B). Here too,
interpreters tend to take ‘knowledge’ of the road as a matter of acquaintance and
suppose that the binding through the calculation of the cause does not apply well
to the travel on the road. However, the binding and the travel go together in the
following way. A traveler, who started with the belief @ that he should take Road
a after leaving Athens in order to reach Larisa, discovers that @ was so far correct
by reaching a transit place B. He justifies @ by binding it through the following
calculation of its cause. In order to get to Larisa it is necessary to reach B but by
taking Road @ he could reach B therefore the belief @ was so far correct. Of
course, he may not be completely certain during his journey that he is on the right
track. However, when he finally arrives at Larisa, he will discover that the
judgements that led him in the journey are correct, and succeed in turning them
into knowledge of the road to Larisa. The traveler effects this turning by binding
them in such a way that @ is immovably tied down to judgements about transit
places and roads interconnecting them and leading to Larisa. This binding is called
‘recollection’ (98A), which shows that recollection is certainly the answer to
Meno’s paradox understood in the second and the third ways.

Logos and Mythos
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Eiji KuNikATA

Part-time Lecturer
Kyoto University

W. Nestle in his influential book Vom Mythos zum Logos (1940) writes, “Mythos
und Logos-—damit bezeichen wir die zwei Pole, zwischen denen das menschliche
Geistesleben schwingt. Mythisches Vorstellen und logisches Denken sind Gegen-
statze.” (S. 1) This view still has a following, and many scholars believe that
Greek thought underwent a development from a mythic to a rational view of the
world. But this “from myth to reason” thesis cannot be supported by any early
Greek literature, in which, unlike our common idea, logos and mythos have never
been used contrastively. Regarding Homer and Hesiod, their use of mythos over-
whelming logos with respect of number, logos does not have the meaning of
“rational”. On the contrary, it is observed that they use it in the negative meaning,
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