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. public speech
. conversation, mostly in pl.

. thing said, fact, wmatter; thveat, command; charge, mission, counsel, advice

. saying
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7. talk of men, rumour; report, message

1.

IL.1. tale, story, narrative: in Hom, like the later Aéyoc¢, without distinction of true or false
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2. fiction (opp. Adyoc, historic truth)

3. generally, fiction; legend, myth

4. professed work of fiction, children’s story, fable
5. plot of a comedy or tragedy
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if one continues inquiry. However, we can answer the paradox in this form by
taking into consideration the analogy of the road to Larisa (97A-B). Here too,
interpreters tend to take ‘knowledge’ of the road as a matter of acquaintance and
suppose that the binding through the calculation of the cause does not apply well
to the travel on the road. However, the binding and the travel go together in the
following way. A traveler, who started with the belief @ that he should take Road
a after leaving Athens in order to reach Larisa, discovers that @ was so far correct
by reaching a transit place B. He justifies @ by binding it through the following
calculation of its cause. In order to get to Larisa it is necessary to reach B but by
taking Road @ he could reach B therefore the belief @ was so far correct. Of
course, he may not be completely certain during his journey that he is on the right
track. However, when he finally arrives at Larisa, he will discover that the
judgements that led him in the journey are correct, and succeed in turning them
into knowledge of the road to Larisa. The traveler effects this turning by binding
them in such a way that @ is immovably tied down to judgements about transit
places and roads interconnecting them and leading to Larisa. This binding is called
‘recollection’ (98A), which shows that recollection is certainly the answer to
Meno’s paradox understood in the second and the third ways.

Logos and Mythos

by
Eiji KuNikATA

Part-time Lecturer
Kyoto University

W. Nestle in his influential book Vom Mythos zum Logos (1940) writes, “Mythos
und Logos-—damit bezeichen wir die zwei Pole, zwischen denen das menschliche
Geistesleben schwingt. Mythisches Vorstellen und logisches Denken sind Gegen-
statze.” (S. 1) This view still has a following, and many scholars believe that
Greek thought underwent a development from a mythic to a rational view of the
world. But this “from myth to reason” thesis cannot be supported by any early
Greek literature, in which, unlike our common idea, logos and mythos have never
been used contrastively. Regarding Homer and Hesiod, their use of mythos over-
whelming logos with respect of number, logos does not have the meaning of
“rational”. On the contrary, it is observed that they use it in the negative meaning,

18



like “with logos heart is bewildered”. The fact that it reaches the point where logos
positively has the meaning of “rational” is the achievement of the philosophers.
With consciousness of limited characteristic of human recognition, logos, left from
the human storyteller, was objectified and came to have a more abstract notion.
With the early Greek philosophers, probably the position of logos and mythos was
reversed. But, even in that case, they did not arrive at this new idea of logos by
denying mythos.

This survey of early Greek literature and philosophy leads to the conclusion,
that there are two ways before Plato in which we can tell the truth. With mythos
we tell the truth which is transmitted by way of the memory. This type of truth is
what is memorable or to be memorized (aletheia in Greek), and it appears in the
conversation which intends to report to others what they see or hear. With logos
we can recognize and tell the truth which lies behind the appearance. This type of
truth is a permanent cohesive principle which presents a systematic interpretation
of our manifold world. The two systems which tell truths had coexisted without
denying or expelling each other. Xenophanes, for example, criticized traditional
myths, but it is for the contents of the myth, not for the form of myth, that he
reproached poets. Therefore the claim “philosophy ceases to be myth in order to
become philosophy” is wrong, which we show from the linguistic consideration of
Greek words mythos and logos.

Communication and Ethics II

by
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Associate Professor of Ethics

Graduate School of Letters
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The last half of this paper begins by taking up theories of Simmel, Malinowski,
Oakeshott as examples of the positions that focus on conversation in daily life.
Their theories regard ordinary conversation as “self-purposive” or “autotelic”
communication and distinguished from the communication with extrinsic purposes
such as consensus building or inquiry into truth. They not only point out that such
a conversation has its own intrinsic purposes, but also argue that this nature of
conversation shows such self-purposiveness as the nature of conversation is one of
the most fundamental characteristics of communication in general.
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