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like “with logos heart is bewildered”. The fact that it reaches the point where logos
positively has the meaning of “rational” is the achievement of the philosophers.
With consciousness of limited characteristic of human recognition, logos, left from
the human storyteller, was objectified and came to have a more abstract notion.
With the early Greek philosophers, probably the position of logos and mythos was
reversed. But, even in that case, they did not arrive at this new idea of logos by
denying mythos.

This survey of early Greek literature and philosophy leads to the conclusion,
that there are two ways before Plato in which we can tell the truth. With mythos
we tell the truth which is transmitted by way of the memory. This type of truth is
what is memorable or to be memorized (aletheia in Greek), and it appears in the
conversation which intends to report to others what they see or hear. With logos
we can recognize and tell the truth which lies behind the appearance. This type of
truth is a permanent cohesive principle which presents a systematic interpretation
of our manifold world. The two systems which tell truths had coexisted without
denying or expelling each other. Xenophanes, for example, criticized traditional
myths, but it is for the contents of the myth, not for the form of myth, that he
reproached poets. Therefore the claim “philosophy ceases to be myth in order to
become philosophy” is wrong, which we show from the linguistic consideration of
Greek words mythos and logos.

Communication and Ethics II

by
Masahiko MIZUTANI
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Graduate School of Letters
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The last half of this paper begins by taking up theories of Simmel, Malinowski,
Oakeshott as examples of the positions that focus on conversation in daily life.
Their theories regard ordinary conversation as “self-purposive” or “autotelic”
communication and distinguished from the communication with extrinsic purposes
such as consensus building or inquiry into truth. They not only point out that such
a conversation has its own intrinsic purposes, but also argue that this nature of
conversation shows such self-purposiveness as the nature of conversation is one of
the most fundamental characteristics of communication in general.
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Then, I go on to take up Davidson’s arguments based on the concepts of the
“Radical Interpretation” and the “Principle of Charity” as the philosophical theory
most suitable for such real aspects of conversational communication. In particular
1 examine Davidson’s discussion on “malapropism”. Davidson avoids the diffi-
culties associated with so-called the “Code Model” on communication by denying
the inevitability of conventions in communication, and even overcome the “Trans-
mission Model” in which success in communication depends on the representation
of speaker’s intentions by the hearer. At this point, it is confirmed that communica-
tion is carried out within bounded rationality.
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