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of transmigration (semsa@ra) is the result of emptiness. Therefore he advises those
who desire to stay within semsara for the benefit of others to meditate on empti-
ness. This is worthy of notice when we consider the relationship between empti-
ness and compassion. Although one might think that the concept of emptiness is
essential to treating all sentient beings equally, the Bhavanakrama by Kamala§ila
only suggests the simple cause of regarding all sentient beings one’s relatives as
starting-point of the Mahayana path.

The path to enlightenment advocated by AtiSa (982-1054), as it is found in his
Bodhipathapradipa and other minor works of his, also refers to the relationship
between emptiness and compassion. According to AtiSa, one who desires to remove
all the suffering of others is qualified for Mahayana Buddhism. This means that
compassion is required for entering the Mahayana path. Skilful means must be
employed in cooperation with the wisdom of emptiness. Although Atiga clearly
does not mention the tensional relationship between emptiness and compassion, his
emphasis on practising wisdom and skilful means as a pair might suggest a
potential tension.

It is true that some passages, not mentioned here, apparently say that compas-
sion arises from the wisdom of emptiness. But I think that most of them can be
interpreted as reflecting a functional aspect of emptiness. Although this is still to
be examined in more detail, since the present article does not deal with Mahayana
texts exhaustively, it is most important to distinguish emptiness functioning for the
sake of compassion from emptiness as cause of compassion.

The Asymmetry of Prenatal and Posthumous Non-Existence
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Thomas Nagel suggests that death is an evil because it deprives us all the goods
that human life contains. This idea has been a dominant theory in the literature on
the metaphysics of death, but have some difficulties. One of them is the asymmetry
argument : the asymmetry of prenatal non-existence and posthumous non-exis-
tence.

If Nagel’ s theory is correct, then we should also say that it is an evil for a person



to be born the time she actually is born, because she was deprived the goods if she
had been born earlier. However, we tend to consider posthumous non-existence as
deprivation of goods and permanent end of ourselves, while we would never
consider of prenatal non-existence as similar deprivation or badness, and we are
indifferent about the possibility to be born earlier.

In this paper, I will examine Chlistopher Belshaw’s “Conservation Claim”. He
stresses that we have a desire to keep the facts of our past just as they were, and
we indeed have asymmetric attitude toward prenatal and posthumous non-exis-
tence. Although his arguments shed light on the problem, I will argue his argu-
ments should be rejected.

Rawls’ Second Principle and its Egalitarian Character, Part 1

by
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John Rawls’ theory of justice as fairness has often been regarded as an origin of
“luck egalitarianism” in contemporary political philosophy. This paper aims to
argue against this view and explore the true egalitarian character underlying
Rawls’ theory of justice. This paper is divided into two main parts. In this first part
Rawls’ argument for the difference principle is discussed. While Rawls claims that
social contingencies or natural chance on the determination of distributive shares
are equally arbitrary from moral point of view, it is uncertain how the difference
principle, which requires that social and economic inequalities contribute to the
greatest benefit of the least advantaged, is defended by this claim. Then a luck
egalitarian interpretation proposed by Brian Barry is examined. Even though this
interpretation seems to illuminate the hidden inference unexplained by Rawls
himself and to present a persuasive argument for the difference principle, it turns
out that this argument itself is untenable and there remains a need for an alterna-
tive interpretation.



