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to be born the time she actually is born, because she was deprived the goods if she
had been born earlier. However, we tend to consider posthumous non-existence as
deprivation of goods and permanent end of ourselves, while we would never
consider of prenatal non-existence as similar deprivation or badness, and we are
indifferent about the possibility to be born earlier.

In this paper, I will examine Chlistopher Belshaw’s “Conservation Claim”. He
stresses that we have a desire to keep the facts of our past just as they were, and
we indeed have asymmetric attitude toward prenatal and posthumous non-exis-
tence. Although his arguments shed light on the problem, I will argue his argu-
ments should be rejected.

Rawls’ Second Principle and its Egalitarian Character, Part 1

by
Yoshinori HAYASHI

Project Assistant Professor
The University of Tokyo

John Rawls’ theory of justice as fairness has often been regarded as an origin of
“luck egalitarianism” in contemporary political philosophy. This paper aims to
argue against this view and explore the true egalitarian character underlying
Rawls’ theory of justice. This paper is divided into two main parts. In this first part
Rawls’ argument for the difference principle is discussed. While Rawls claims that
social contingencies or natural chance on the determination of distributive shares
are equally arbitrary from moral point of view, it is uncertain how the difference
principle, which requires that social and economic inequalities contribute to the
greatest benefit of the least advantaged, is defended by this claim. Then a luck
egalitarian interpretation proposed by Brian Barry is examined. Even though this
interpretation seems to illuminate the hidden inference unexplained by Rawls
himself and to present a persuasive argument for the difference principle, it turns
out that this argument itself is untenable and there remains a need for an alterna-
tive interpretation.



