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are not free from the influence of media and technology. “Media art,” in its
contemporary sense, should be understood as an activity to respond, critically and
artistically, to this highly developed media-environment of ours.

Many of us may normally think that we use technology because it helps us doing
things easier. Under this utilitarian appearance, however, technology does have its
own “aesthetic” dimension, which “media art” try to address through its various
attempts to deviate media from its normal, instructed usage. It is crucially impor-
tant to develop a new framework of aesthetics together with a renovated under-
standing of art. This does not necessarily mean the negation of classical aesthetics
or modernist understanding of art, but an extension of aesthetics and art theory.

To draw an outline of “media art” as [ understand it, I pick up in this essay some
network,” “body and life”
and “the experience of the artificial.” Owing to limited space I only gives a brief

o«

of various attempts related to topics of “interactivity,

critical comment to each of these works. All works I mention here are those I am,
through my research or curatorial activities, directly familiar with. I hope my
attempt will be understood as a starting point to construct “aesthetics of the
artificial,” a research field which I believe will constitute an important part in the
investigation of technology-conscious art works and artistic activities in the
coming decades.

Word and Reality
The Meaning of ‘Activity Term’

by
Yasuo DEGUCHI
Associate Professor of Philosophy

Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

Some scientific terms such as ‘electrons’ and ‘the speed of light’ appear to refer
to entities that are not directly observable. According to anti-realism, one can
explain any scientific activity as rational and making sense without believing in
the existence of those entities. In contrast, realists argue that one cannot. Among
many strands of realism is activity realism which claims that we need to believe in
the existence of, say electrons and the speed of light in explaining an important
scientific activity called ‘measurement networking’. It also upholds that in the



course of the networking those terms undergo an abrupt change, or a phase
transition, so to say, in their meanings and definitions. This phase transition is so
drastic that they deserve to be renamed after that from ‘theoretical terms’ to
‘activity terms’. This paper aims to figure out in what respects the two sorts of
terms differ from each other, and how this transition occurs.

Higher-Order Thought and
Qualitative Consciousness

by
Koji Ota
Graduate Student of Philosophy,

Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University /
JSPS Research Fellow

David Rosenthal’s Higher-Order Thought Theory, one of the most famous
philosophical theories of consciousness, tries to identify our conscious states with
ones which are represented by unconscious higher-order thoughts. It also appeals
to mental qualities, which are supposed to be intrinsic to sensory and perceptual
states in general, when trying to explain qualitative conscious states. In this paper
I argue that the idea of the mental qualities, however, makes the theory inconsist-
ent and that the theory would be able to take another path without appealing to
the mental qualities: it can incorporate Transparency Thesis of experiences, which
has been rejected by Rosenthal.



