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course of the networking those terms undergo an abrupt change, or a phase
transition, so to say, in their meanings and definitions. This phase transition is so
drastic that they deserve to be renamed after that from ‘theoretical terms’ to
‘activity terms’. This paper aims to figure out in what respects the two sorts of
terms differ from each other, and how this transition occurs.
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David Rosenthal’s Higher-Order Thought Theory, one of the most famous
philosophical theories of consciousness, tries to identify our conscious states with
ones which are represented by unconscious higher-order thoughts. It also appeals
to mental qualities, which are supposed to be intrinsic to sensory and perceptual
states in general, when trying to explain qualitative conscious states. In this paper
I argue that the idea of the mental qualities, however, makes the theory inconsist-
ent and that the theory would be able to take another path without appealing to
the mental qualities: it can incorporate Transparency Thesis of experiences, which
has been rejected by Rosenthal.



