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WERKE Zweiter Band -Schriften zur Bibel, Miinchen: Kosel Verlag, Heidelberg: Verlag Lambert Schneider, 1964.

-1933 “Biblischer Humanismus” (BH)

-1940 “Falsche Propheten” (FP)

-1940 “Der Glaube der Propheten” (GP)

-1960 “Die Sprache der Botschaft” (SB)

Martin Buber -Philosophen des 20. Jahvhunderts-, Herausgegeben von Paul Arthur Schilpp und Maurice Friedman, W.
Kohlhammer Verlag, 1963.

-1960 “Autobiographische Fragmente, 17 Samuel und Agag” (AF)

Die Schrift, Verdeutscht von Martin Buber gemeinsam mit Franz Rosenzweig, Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1992.

-“Zur einer neuen Verdeutschung der Schrift -Beilage zum ersten Band, Die fiinf Biicher der Weisung” (Verdeutschung)

Der Jude und Sein Judentum, gesammelte Aufsdtze und Reden, Verlag Lambert Schneider, Bibliotheca judaica, 1993. (J])

~1928 “Der Glaube des Judentums” .

Bertone Ilaria, “The Possibility of a Verdeutschung of Scripture”, New Perspectives on Martin Buber, ed. Michael Zank,
Religion in Philosophy and Theology 22, Mohr Siebeck, Tiibingen, Germaz, 2006.

Kepnes Steven, The Text as Thou- Martin Buber’s Dialogical Hermeneutics and Narrative Theology, Indiana University Press,
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Illman Karl-Johan, “Buber and Bible: Guiding Principles and the Legacy of His Interpretation”, Martin Buber -A Contempo-
rary Perspective, Syracuse University Press, The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 2002.

Mendes-Flohr Paul, Martin Buber -A Contemporary Perspective, Syracuse University Press, The Israel Academy of Sciences

and Humanities, 2002.
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wihrend die konservativee Revolutioniire durch den konservativen Missbrauch
der Geschichte eine uniformierte Gemeinschaft verfolgen.

The Biblical Language as Thou
False Prophecy and Misunderstanding of the Prophets
in the thought of Martin Buber

by
Toshihiro HORIKAWA
JSPS Research Fellow

Buber’s philosophy of dialogue and his exegetical works on the Bible are both
based upon his theory of linguistic interpretation. For him, biblical language is
composed of three elements: the spoken word, the written word, and the word of
interpretation. These are, respectively, the voice of God, the text of the Scripture,
and the language of translation. This is the linguistic continuum that establishes
the biblical language as the medium between the reader and the text’s original
spokenness. The Bible is the given text that is written in human language. The
divine instructions can also be transmitted by the prophets. They transmit the
divine messages through their visions and dreams and sometimes through their
own allegories. Buber points out the problem of false prophecy through the
example of Jeremiah 28 and the misunderstanding of prophets by the interpreta-
tion of I Samuel 15. To overcome these obstacles, Buber explains that the reader
must penetrate to the text’s original spokenness. This responsibility is the real
response to the address of God’s voice. It is fulfilled by the reader’s receptive I-
Thou attitude toward the text, an attitude based upon trust and loyalty. The
original spoken message of God can become actual out of the potential written
text. This actuality occurs only through the reader’s dialogical encounter of
spoken word. Buber established his linguistic philosophy of Thou through the
hermeneutics of biblical language.




