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Pragmatism and Metaphysics
Examining the thoughts of William James and Ferdinand C. S. Schiller

by
Takashi OKINAGA

Professor
Teikyo University

Pragmatism approves metaphysics as far as its views make difference to our
behavior. This opinion is common to William James and Ferdinand C.S. Schiller
both of whom were the representative pragmatists. The opinion is opposed to the
logical positivism which rests on sensorial evidence and excludes the region
without such evidence.

‘When we observe the pure region of experience, we find out that this region does
not contradict plural different metaphysical cosmologies. Thus, different meta-
physical views come about such as materialism and idealism, determinism and free
will, one and many, and so on. And as for pragmatism, for example, we can adopt
two different types of views about our conscious experience: our brains produce
it on one hand, and the other view is that brains only transform something into our
experience. In this way, James insisted that empiricism and a pluralistic universe
should be logically consistent.

Then, what creates such metaphysical oppositions? Schiller attempted to identify
the cause of them, and considered that metaphysical oppositions are created when
we apply fundamental realities which are restricted and appropriate only to our
utility to the whole universe which is outside of our utility. He regarded those
fundamental realities themselves to be in the process of “Becoming”, and the
oppositions would disappear in that process.

James also regarded such fundamental realities as the results of abstractions.
True reality is, on the contrary, “the other of its own” and essentially cannot be
captured in concept. However, since we regard only the former reality as rational,
plural opposed metaphysical views are able to be brought about. James insisted
that such opposition should disappear when we return to the dimension before
rationality.

Schiller held the same opinion with James in that he regarded the fundamental
realities as restricted, but differed from James in that Schiller regarded those



realities as the process of rational “Becoming” and that the whole of that process
was in a monistic rational evolution.

Enactivism and the locus of consciousness

Against the extended consciousness

by
Makoto KUREHA

JSPS Research Fellow
Rikkyo University

In this paper, I examine the thesis I call the extended consciousness, according to
which (at least some of) conscious experiences are constituted by environmental
events. Traditionally, internalistic (sometimes called Cartesian) picture which
regards the brain as the sole physical basis of mind is widely accepted. Recently,
some theorists deny this and claim that mind is sometimes extended beyond skin
and skull into the environment. However, the majority of them (represented by
Andy Clark) concede that only non-conscious mental states and processes are
extended. In contrast, ‘enactivists’ (such as Francisco Varela, Evan Thompson,
Susan Hurley, and Alva No#&), who stresses the close connection between percep-
tion and action, propose that consciousness is extended, too. By this, they try to
remove the mystery of mind which threatens Cartesianism.

The purpose of this paper is to show that the extended consciousness is ground-
less and unmotivated. I examine and refute two arguments offered by enactivists
for the extended consciousness: No#&’s argument based on ‘change blindness’ and
‘the sense of perceptual presence’, and Thompson, Varela, and Hurley's argument
based on the fact of ‘dynamical entanglement’ of neural, bodily, and environmental
processes. Then I discuss Hurley and No#’s attempt to bridge ‘the explanatory gap’
between the physical and the phenomenal by taking the extended view on con-
sciousness, and show that the extended view is neither necessary nor sufficient for
explaining the phenomenal consciousness.

In my view, the extended consciousness does not contribute to the purpose of
demystifying mind. In the end of this paper, I sketch an alternative anti-Cartesian
picture of mind by comparing enactivists’ and Dewey’s conceptions on experience.



