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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

Development of the Philosophy of the Kyoto School

by
Masakatsu FUJITA

Professor of Japanese Philosophy
Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in Human Survivability
Kyoto University

It is not easy to define the Kyoto School, because it is not a group that has
come into existence by criticizing a preceding school, in other words, has start-
ed out from particular ideas and principles. Rather, it was formed in a manner
spontaneously around its founding father Kitaro Nishida. We can define it for
the meantime as an intellectual network that was centered on Nishida and his
successor Hajime Tanabe, and mutually formed by those who were directly in-
fluenced in both a personal and scholarly manner by them. There is certainly a
difficulty with this definition, because it doesn’t go into intellectual originality of
the school. But it can be a meaningful definition, when we call into account that
the philosophers of this school were active in various and multiple fields. Start-
ing from this definition I have undertaken investigations of this school, especial-
ly into the philosophy of Nishida and Tanabe. I try to clarify in the next stage,
what the disciples of Nishida and Tanabe were concerned with, what original
thoughts they have developed, how these thoughts have contributed to the
Kyoto School philosophy. I deal in this essay in particular with the thoughts of
Shinichi Hisamatsu, Keiji Nishitani, Tokuryt Yamauchi, Kiyoshi Miki and Jyun
Tosaka. They philosophized over various subjects and issues, so it is natural to
give thorough thought to each philosophy, but I try in this paper as a first step
to take an overall view of their philosophies.
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