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(«©) Herbart, Johann Friedrich: Lehrbuch zur Psychologie. Siimmiliche Werke. 5. Bd., Leipzig 1850. S. 6.

(v~) Herbart, Johann Friedrich: Psychologie als Wissenschaft, neu gegriindet auf Erfahrung, Metaphysik und Mathematik. Siimmiliche Werke.
5. Bd., Leipzig 1850. S. 198.

()  Vgl. Ebd. S. 325.

(o) Vgl. Herbart, Johann Friedrich: Lehrbuch zur Psychologie. Simmiliche Werke. 5. Bd., Leipzig 1850. S. 112f, 116.

(2) Vgl Lotze, Rudolph Hermann: Medicinische Psychologie oder Physiologie der Seele. Leipzig 1852. S. 11.
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(&) Ebd.
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(&) Ebd. S. 76.

(¥2) Fechner, Gustav Theodor: Elemente der Psychophysik. Erster Teil. Leipzig 1860. S. 8.

() Vgl Ebd. S. 136f.

(=) Vgl. Weber, Ernst Heinrich: ,Der Tastsinn und das Gemeingefiihl“, in: Rudolph Wagner. (Hg.), Handworterbuch der Physiologie mit
Riicksicht auf physiologische Pathologie. 3. Bd. 2. Abt. Braunschweig 1846. S. 559.

(%) Vgl. Fechner, Gustav Theodor: Elemente der Psychophysik. Erster Teil. Leipzig 1860. S. 134.

(&) Vgl. Fechner, Gustav Theodor: Elemente der Psychophysik. Zweiter Teil. Leipzig 1860. S. 13.

(K) Vgl. Wundt, Wilhelm: Grundziige der Physiologischen Psychologie. Leipzig 1874. S. 3.
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(&) Beneke, Friedrich Eduard: Erfahrungsseelenlehre als Grundlage alles Wissens in ihren Hauptziigen dargestellt. Berlin 1820. S. 7.

(8) Vgl. Beneke, Friedrich Eduard: Die neue Psychologie. Erliuternde Aufsiitze zur zweiten Auflage meines Lehrbuches der Psychologie als
Naturwissenschaft. Berlin 1845. S. 53.

%) Beneke, Friedrich Eduard: Lehrbuch der Psychologie als Naturwissenschaft. Berlin 1845. S. 1.

(8) Beneke, Friedrich Eduard: Die neue Psychologie. Erliuternde Aufsiitze zur zweiten Auflage meines Lehrbuches der Psychologie als
Naturwissenschaft. Berlin 1845. S. 51.

(83) Wundt, Wilhelm: System der Philosophie. 2. umgearbeitete Aufl. Leipzig 1897. S. 85.

() Vgl Ebd. S. 40.



Vgl. Ebd. S. 86.
Vgl. Ebd. S. 87.
Vgl. Ebd. S. 89.
Vgl. Wundt, Wilhelm: Grundriss der Psychologie. 2.Aufl. Leipzig 1897. S. 3, 6.
Vgl. Ebd. S. 4.
Vgl. Ebd. S. 35, 36.
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German psychology in the 19th century and
Nishida Kitaro’s An Inquiry into the Good

by
MITSUHARA TAKESHI

Lecturer (Part-time)
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

In this paper I discuss the influence of German psychology in the 19th century
on Nishida’s maiden work, An Inquiry into the Good.

A movement to turn the psychology into a natural scientific enterprise began
in Germany in the 19th century: Herbart tried to show that inner experience
obeys mathematical laws. Lotze introduced physiology into psychological re-
search. Weber and Fechner mathematically formulated the relationship between
the size of the stimuli and that of the sense as a law based on experiments. And
Wundt founded the Institute for Experimental Psychology in Leipzig University
in 1879.

When Nishida began his study in Imperial University in 1891, this German
natural scientific psychology was often reported in Japan. Accordingly it was
natural that he made a plan to introduce the results of the newest psychology in
those days into his philosophy.

The German psychologist who had the greatest influence on Nishida was
Wundt. The key concept of An Inquiry into the Good, pure experience, which
stands for the state before the change by the thinking and the recognition cor-
responding with the reality comes from Wundt’s concept of direct experience.
Nishida adopted furthermore Wundt’s idea that nature is an abstracted form of
pure or direct experience. In addition, he accepted Wundt’s concept of the dif-
ference of degree.

However, unlike Wundt, Nishida defined pure experience as the state of the
unity of consciousness. As a result he came to think that thinking is a moment
which brings about a new pure experience and that the experience in the mid-
dle of the thinking is also pure in the broader sense. An Inquiry into the Good
is, therefore, a unique work written under the influence of the 19th century
German trend of thought.
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