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THE OUTLINES OF THE MAIN
ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE

Nishitani and Tanabe

by
Susumu HayasH1

Professor of Media and Culture Studies
Graduate School of Letters
Kyoto University

While Kitaro Nishida’s influence on Keiji Nishitani’s philosophy is often dis-
cussed, Hajime Tanabe’s influence on Nishitani’s philosophy is rarely discussed.
However, Nishitani once wrote that Tanabe was the person whom he most of-
ten argued with. After some historical evidences, it will be illustrated how close
these two philosophers were and how intensively they argued. Then, it will be
pointed out that Nishitani’s Emptiness (%%) and Tanabe’s Species (f#) are relat-
ed. Although the motivations of these two concepts are diverse, their structures
are strikingly similar. We may view that they are in the relationship of positive
and negative images of a photo.
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