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In this paper, I would like to examine how historicism is found in Tanabe Ha-
jime’s discourse of nation-state ([E|5%) , with a focus on the two very important
writings in his early philosophy, namely, “The Logic of National Existence” ([[F
FIEFEDFmE ], published in 1939) and “Eternal, History and Action” ([7k
3% « W - 177 ], published in 1940). While “the logic of species” is considered
as a nationalistic turn of Tanabe’s philosophy, which induces the concept of “re-
pentance” (H#ff#) in his later stage of philosophy, the relationships between “na-
tion-state” and “historicism” should be traced back to the abovementioned arti-
cles. Although the concept of “nation-state” was widely discussed in “The Logic
of National Existence”, the concern of “Eternal, History and Action” is neither
social existence (#:227%7F) nor national existence (EZ7E1E), but the question
of time. Hence, the article, “Eternal, History and Action”, cannot be regarded as
an extension of “the logic of species”. However, after the publication of Philoso-
Phy as Metanoetics ([#1EE & U COH]) in 1946, genso GZEHH) has become
the most important concept of Tanabe’s philosophy, which is related to the dis-
cussion of time and historicism. In addition, in the book, The Historicistic Devel-
opment of Mathematics and Physics (TR ORI FFEEM]) published in 1954,
the standpoint of “historicist ontology of time” (B FFAKFHTELEHR) was
thoroughly examined, which in fact was firstly addressed in the article, “Eternal,
History and Action”. In other words, instead of overemphasizing the importance
of “logic of species” for the nationalistic turn of Tanabe’s philosophy, we should
not overlook the very last phase of his early philosophy, especially the essay,
“The Logic of National Existence” and the piece of work, “Eternal, History and
Action” that published a year after.





