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The Practice in “Advanced Japanese (Academic Reading
IITA)” for Kyoto iUP Students: With the Aim of Expand-
ing Active Vocabulary Through Re-telling Activities

Yuki Sasaki*

Abstract

This paper reports on the practice of one of the Japanese language courses, “Advanced Japanese
(Academic Reading IIIA)”, for students of Kyoto University Undergraduate International Program
(Kyoto iUP). In this class, students decide on their reading materials individually, and the teacher
acts as a facilitator to support the reading process. In the classroom, an activity was introduced where
students play the role of teacher for each other, listening to the contents of the reading materials oth-
er students have read and “retelling” the articles by recounting them. In order to explain an article
one has read, one requires the ability to “speak” while checking the other person’s level of under-
standing, and the ability to “speak” with an accurate understanding of the meaning of vocabulary
used in the material. In order to retell a story, it is necessary to have the ability to “listen” to the
article and to “speak” while summarizing the content of the material. The aim of this was to expand
vocabulary through these activities to reconstruct the content of the material that was read. From
class observations and responses to questionnaires, it was confirmed that activities centering on re-
telling reading materials provided opportunities for practice in situations using Japanese with a view

toward specialized education.

Keywords: Kyoto iUP, Academic Reading, Reading, Re-telling Activities, Vocabulary Expansion
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