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William C. McGrew
Chasing after Chimpanzees: The Making of a 
Primatologist
Gloucestershire: Mereo Books, 298 pp. 
Published in 2021 
ISBN: 9781861515827, $14.00 (USA), Paperback

Having moved from zoology to psychology to anthropology on both sides 
of the Atlantic, Bill McGrew developed a fascination for chimpanzees which 
led to him spending four decades studying our nearest living relations in their 
African homelands. He held a series of academic posts in the USA and UK, 
culminating in a professorship at the University of Cambridge and ending in 
retirement to Scotland. As he puts it: “I was lucky enough to be paid by various 
academic institutions to do what I would have paid them to let me do”. This 
memoir consists of a series of stories and vignettes from a varied and colour-
ful life, mainly involving animals, and naturally focusing on chimpanzees. All 
proceeds will go to organisations that rescue and care for chimpanzees.
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