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In order to achieve the objectives mentioned above, this paper makes use of
American, Chinese and Japanese diplomatic documents, American Methodist
Mission papers, regional literature, and data collected through oral history methods
by this author in Fujian province.

THE JIDONG GOVERNMENT AND ITS IDEOLOGY : A CASE STUDY
ON YIN RUGENG AND CHI ZONGMO

SEKI Tomohide

The East Hebei Autonomous Government (or Jidong government) is
generally known for being a Japanese puppet regime that was active before the
outhreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War. This paper will reconsider the position
of the Jidong government within modern Chinese history by focusing on the
discourse of Yin Rugeng Fxi%#l (its chairman) and Chi Zongmo 5 (its
secretary). Particular attention will be paid to the following three points.

The first point is that Yin Rugeng symbolized a type of Chinese person who
was active in promoting interactions between China and Japan from the 1910s to
the 1940s. From the 1910s, Yin engaged in negotiating with Japan and consistently
called for a partnership between the two nations. In Japan, Yin was regarded as a
famous Chinese activist, but in China, he was seen to be nothing more than a mere
“Japan Hand.” For Yin, the outbhreak of conflict between Japan and China meant
losing a platform for himself.

The second point is that Chi Zongmo's perspective strongly affected Jidong
government policy. In this regard, his political ideals often drew upon Confucian
values and his experience working as a manager for the Tongcheng Spinning &
Weaving Company. After Yin Rugeng’s fall from grace, Chi Zongmo proceeded
aggressively with governmental reform and visited many prefectures in the Jidong
area. This demonstrates how for Chi Zongmo, the Jidong government functioned as
an experimental platform upon which he could develop his ideas and activities.

The third point is that the policy practiced by the Jidong government set a
number of precedents for other Chinese puppet governments who operated out of
occupied areas during the Second Sino—Japanese War. For example, some Chinese
puppet governments made anti-Kuomintang/anti-Nationalist claims and engaged
in the practice of flying a five-colored flag to demonstrate their disassociation with
the Nationalist government and to distance themselves from the Republic of China’s
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orthodoxy. However, the Jidong government was not receptive to all Japanese
demands. Yin Rugeng often declared that the Jidong government was different
from Taiwan or Manchukuo and was wary of intervention by the Japanese
government in its own problems.

The biggest dilemma for the Jidong government was that although it was
established under Japanese influence, it nevertheless wanted to be independent of
Japan. This continued to be a challenge for subsequent Chinese puppet
governments as well.



