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The Meaning of “Evil Effects of Examination” in Japanese Elementary Schools
in the Early Meiji Period

Manabu ISHIOKA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The purpose of this study is to clarify the meanings and contents of “evil effects” of examinations
by analyzing the discourses on examinations at elementary school in the early Meiji period (1872-1885). In
this research, we focus on the same kind of discourses on “evil effects” that appeared repeatedly in spite of the
regional and timing differences, and clarify the common recognition framework for the exams. Descriptions
related to exams in “ Annual report of Ministry of Education (Monbusho Nenpo)” (1st to 13th version) are

mainly analyzed.

There were two kinds of discourses about the “evil effects” of exams, one related to the lesson method and
another related to the way of exams. Regarding the former, we can say these “evil effects” arose due to the
expectation of “encouragement of school affairs”. Regarding the latter, we can consider these “evil effects” as
what derived from the aim “realization of the grade system”.

The recognition of “evil effects” over exams of the early Meiji Elementary School reflected the difficulty of
how to realize the dual objectives and expectations imposed on the exams at that time, namely maintaining the

grade system and encouraging educational affairs.





