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The Experience of Recipients of Public Assistance for Children :
Based on A Life History of a Young Women who Grew up
in Households on Welfare

Atsushi NAGASAWA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The aim of this paper is to examine how children experience receiving public assistance in Japan.
The study analyzed a life history narratives by a young woman who had been raised in a family receiving
welfare from the perspective of “children’s experience of poverty.” In the study, it, principally, focused on
two events relate to receiving public assistance : 1) Home visit by caseworkers, 2) the use of welfare
benefits in household. From the analysis of the narratives regarding the first event, the study found that for the
informant, as a child, home visits by the caseworker was not very different from home visits by others. At the
same time, the informant had seen caseworker as an “enemy” who disrupted her family relations. Regarding
of the analysis of the second event narratives, the study demonstrated that children, herself manages the family
budget on behalf of her parent. This practice enhanced her independence in her meaning world, but it also led
to her social isolation in real world. Thus, the study suggested the importance of considering children’s
experience of receiving welfare as a significant part of “children’s experience of poverty” in order to deepen
the understandings of reality of children in poverty in the study of child poverty.
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