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Bpolzl LTHLZOBEMIIAAFEA) HOT
Edhh FEA. REIRENLLENEEHTS
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O & LR THFER Z2/E/H ] (immanent
acts) TV, MEIEHEE /-6 [MbEm
TEM] (transitive) & XFI &5 (EIP 177).
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Thomas Reid on Directness of Perception and Perceptual Knowledge
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Summary Modern commentators have examined Thomas Reid’s claim on direct perception, but few have
considered the fact that Reid’s explanation of sensation and perception radically changed between his two
major works, Inquiry and Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man. Although Reid begins with an analysis of
sensation and re—discovers our perceptual belief in /nquiry, in Essays he begins with our perceptual belief as a
principle taken for granted and abstracts sensation through philosophical analysis. This structural change
illuminates our assessment of Reid’s claim on direct perception. On the one hand, it reflects that the
philosophical claim on perceptual directness originates in the vulgar man’s standpoint, and that perceptual
directness itself cannot save our perceptual knowledge. Conversely, this change suggests that Reid’s claim on
epistemic directness also begs the question, but the version in Essays avoids this criticism by accepting
fallibilism. These arguments suggest that the keystone for Reid, in his later years, lied in how to operate his
fallibilistic theory of knowledge, rather than how to assert perceptual directness.
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