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Consideration on research trends in Xinjiang’s Anti-Japanese War
— Focusing on the divergence between Sheng Shicai’s “Anti-Japanese” and
Chinese Communist Party discourse ——

Cheng Tiande

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This article is about comparing the impression of “Xinjiang’s Anti-Japanese War” shown in the
official materials of modern Chinese academic circles and the Communist Party with the actual situation of
Xinjiang’s Anti-Japanese War, and it intends to solve the problems that come with the difference. First, the
question of who really guided the activities of the “Home Front.” In fact, it was not the Nationalist Party nor
the Communist Party. It was the dual rule of the Soviet Union and Sheng Shicai. Based on this premise,
today’s academic and official opinion that claim Xinjiang was fighting under the leadership of the CCP in
Anti-Japanese activities is deliberately distorting and ignoring historical records. Secondly, regarding Sheng
Shicai’s anti-Japanese attitude, he killed the Anti-Japanese generals and constantly changed his political
stance. According to these records, his “Anti-Japanese” nature was extremely weak. However, the Chinese
government today still affirms his deeds during the War against Japan. Since the CCP wants to act as the
savior of Xinjiang during the war, it desperately needs Sheng’s support in the historical context. Furthermore,
Chinese scholars still claim that Japan had plans against Xinjiang. However, according to the analysis of
historical data, the Nationalist Government was extremely vigilant about foreigners and outsiders ; therefore,
the conspiracy theory of Japan’s invasion of Xinjiang and the whole idea of Japan having a plan to invade
Xinjiang are undocumented.





