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Further discussion on the diachronic change of Wu
and Wa # in Old Chinese
—Focusing on excavated documents from the
Warring States period to the Han dynasty—
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Summary

This article discusses the diachronic changes of the negator Wi 4%, Wii # in Old Chinese,
primarily using characters that stand for the negator Wii # and Wi # in excavated doc-
uments from the Warring States period to the Han # dynasty.

In Chu %& during the Warring States period, T and # stood for Wz i, but f# became a
major character at the end of 4th century B.C.; 8} stood for Wi U} and never for Wi .
By contrast, in Qin %, before the end of the 3rd century B.C., # stood for Wi £ and not
only Wit #, which more accurately reflects a sound change in Wi % at that time. This
character usage became common during the Qin %¥ and Han dynasty because of the
unification of China and the standardization of the writing system by Qin %, particularly

However, # which stood for Wi i increasingly appeared even in the literary style during
the Han ## dynasty. Then, people started to view I as the traditional or correct character,
and # replaced with #. This may have happened before the end of Eastern Han HU{#
dynasty, when the Gii wén jing xué T 3CKEE: became prosperous. This phenomenon
represents the dynamic and complex change in writing systems in Old Chinese, which
was motivated or influenced by phonetic change in spoken language, dialectical variation,

and the historical and cultural background.
Key words: Old Chinese, Negator, Wi #&, Wi ##, Excavated documents
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