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From ‘where’ to ‘not’: Grammaticalised negation

form in the local Khams Tibetan in Diqing, Yunnan
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Summary

This article argues that a newly emerged, third negative prefix /ka-/ in rGyalthang
Tibetan (Yunnan) has been acquired through a grammaticalisation process from a lexical
word ‘where’ to a negative prefix. It principally describes Choswateng Tibetan (rGyalthang
subgroup of Khams Tibetan), which uses three negative prefixes /no-/, /ma-/, and
/ka-/. The third prefix /ka-/ functions as either an emphasised negation in the egophoric
evidential category or an inferential negation for the sensory evidential category from the
pragmatic perspective, and it does not co-occur with a statemental evidential category, in
particular, a copulative statemental verb stem /re?/. The article suggests that the expres-
sion with the third negative prefix originates from the structure of a rhetorical question,
reflecting morphophonological, syntactic, and pragmatic features. A parallel expression is
also frequently found in the local Chinese (Yunnanese). However, the degree of grammat-
icalisation is more in Khams Tibetan than Yunnanese. The development of interrogative
words into verb prefixes is a typologically rare phenomenon of grammaticalisation, and

its mechanism needs to be explored from a cross-linguistic perspective.
Key words: negation, grammaticalisation, Tibetic, rhetorical question, language contact
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1. Hig

ARSI IR TE 2 F i DX B o DL SR IR TR R &S E R — IR | ~ R s
B THEERIE, 2P0E NS SFEMN, SRR 29 (Suzuki 2018),
Hrp, AXTHEWII R KRGt HEIE RS B 7 5 B AR =18 Lk AR R4
CRmEfafr “EHpiE") . APVE T@REHNWIETHE NG, 5 1%E8 Efigkm
SR INRERN FH 20T MR HAE A LIS A,

BB IEREE, NEABIETZDOEERY, HHZHIETLZE T,
54 AR SR PARRIE (1) :

() INEEE” (B  BMELRE ; 2020 4F 5 A 13 HHEfIA)

way NEG-EXV.E
BINE,

{51 (1) B & DOBRFIRIE R 7 & S o ) HRE [E A RIS R INE”
—Id, Fr DMEE ERERDOEER, “BE” BRiEES, B S5iEE / kay/ MR,
“E 5 MR EROE et/ XL, A REE A 5 e A IO (PR E TSR A
ARG “WRDGE") A =KX

Q) adNE K~ A

way NEG  EXV
Bk

b.NE & A
way NEG  EXV

BNk (2T IATHVHIR)

'R FEE S T Suzuki & Lozong Lhamo (2020, 2021) FIZESCHIA ; 409565, e, IBIETTH,
ZWESE, AR HARERSESRER R A I S F AR (A) [FXoMHLBERE O KGR 5
FROMIE B S EEIIITE ] PR RE AR MRS S RIEEIE S 22 (17H04774) i
BetgiR e —,

PRKRBINTARE T RZFERIB I R AT, W THEABIESS (Tibetic) BF ML, 271Z
U Tournadre (2014) % Tournadre & Suzuki (2021),

* HEERIEE A BT S B G LARER A TR RHE A



BT B ORT - R RRE S AR I AL 75

c Mk W A?

way where  EXV

WAEINE? (RIBIEE 5 MAERFTATRI )

M RDUEREE N —RATHI (2) AT INE" — TR AR, AT (22) FT (2b)
RETHITESR, WXERB] (2a) KRR E. ERX, BIERTEA DS HHiE
AEFHRIVE, B “ANEET o SHUEGERIE NN (22) Tl (2b) FIXFH
ARE, —BEO (2b) R RS, b, PR ARRIIA NG 20) tHRAEH
EHAIRIXTT 3

{51 (2c) RIEE AL B TREM A PR “ReIRlfy”, IS ANREEIE T 68, TElKIX
B, Bl (2c) 2R, MAREE, Exmskias, #1 ) MaybuAh2 S
TEA]e NI DAMETTE A, X AT AR 7347

2. W /ka-/ WIBSFRIERILATA
AT DARIETIOR * 5, #5 &I /ka-/ BIEASRHE, JFRREELAIA,

2.1 JERYFHIE
RIBEEZ 8T, WALTIER G EE /ne-/ (HESE *myi) Ml /me-/ (X
R ma) (ENSNAMFGLE, JToMNz A 8 HAISEE T — i s — 1 JE AL S T
Foh EFEARE, BshaEFmE, /ka-/ it b, /ka-/ IEH AT A
1. /ka-/ 5REMEE/R /no-/ )2 /me-/ HITER—ME : ZhiaiaT 25 ;
2. /ka-/ 5 /no-/ K /ma-/ NRE—EHIL ;
3. /ka-/ SHAMFETZ GEAFRC. AWRISE) ARE—RHIL ;
4. /ka-/ BIN<5[REAREIE T E RS CRERGEE ML) .
Hep BHUNR RS (3)

(3) a ma "ha’kwa.

I1sG  understand

R,

L T B RS AR A " po b L A 6 d e g K K g 2 8", 8, da s g, dz
te", t, dz, s, s, z, 8%, 5, 2, 6 6 2, € G, J, X, X, ¥, h, fi, m, mnnnnknHLLrLLw i/ TE
NLie e a a0 %0 uy e 3/, AKE EfARRMZ; FEAEERE, EEREUD &
T, RRE Y, FHRE A, TEARNIEE. IBERHES ISR (20142, 2014b),

SICSCE A KAE de Nebesky-Wojkowitz (1956: xv) BIFTERRE . AR SCRX 23 ok i SR - TS 2 Fll.

© BRI A VA AT IR
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b.’pa "ha ka-gwoe.

1sG understand NEG-STEM

B AR, (ERE D FRPALE,)

{5 3a) v, BhiA /ha kwo/ “HIE” AHRTLRIN PR BEE /k/, HIFT
/ka-/ RN A BEAZRR /g/, 41 (3b) AR, AR fL I REH BRRTERAIIR T2 A,

H14% /ka-/ REHIREARER 73 8l iA TR, (E2 DA = ahialia TERob :

a. /re?/ I FIWEIEZ S RIE AT (BOOE red) ;
b. /mi/ : HrafiE A B BRIE XS ERT GECOEAK min) ;
c. /ne?/ I AFENR A HBORIE XIS E T (BOUE I myed)

Hrp, bl ¢ BWE /ka-/ SGIEY LU ERNREERN HH, H5
EEREIHIN “/ka-/ 5 /no-/ K /ma-/ ARE—EEHIL” F K. R, a2l
THIR R, HT /Te?/ AGUEFERZERIEY, K, FENIE /ka-/ HiZER
IR REK

22 Wik
THHES /ka-/ B,
BR T ESEETIE AN, ERATEENN TS RS UEE /ka-/ AT N :

4) “ka-je?.

NEG-EXV.E

A=H, (EFE: WEH)

Bl (4) BERMEBIEX P RE WHWHRZ— —JmH, WEmefst, /ka/
FABIRIE T H2H & FE O TS S 2l 18 B LA BR A

(5) a.pa pla?sta me-"ts'a.

Isc  pork NEG-eat

TANZHE A,

b.pa pazsta Tts"a ‘mo-t"d.

Isc  pork eat NEG-ACP

TIRAIZIEN,

TR TR SR S MU IE X, EH A LIS Tournadre (2017).
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c.ma Tpa?s’a kats'a.

Isc  pork NEG-eat

PN, (I FWIZHEA)

6) a k'wo TPpla?s’a me-"tsa.

3sG pork NEG-eat
fAIZFE A,

b. k'wo pa?s’a ts"a ‘mo-t"d
3sG pork eat NEG-ACP
A IZIE A,

c. k'wo p'a?s"a ka-"ts"a.

3sG pork NEG-eat

A RIZFEANE, (EE © tIIZFE )

XA EBIATRT I, Bl (5¢) F (6¢) B EIEARIR, RIEMEEMA—F 1E#
BRED, HREHRBOR BAFRRIETER; 5 § (5¢) SRBEIRIER R, f (6¢)
WS KERIERX, MH, XMAIRG (5a) Fl (6a) L, HBRIEIEERAIIE DL,

I, SERTS /ka-/ FIRIBIATARTLAE Y - Z2IE SRIATR (77 B BoRIE)
5 H I B AR ATR (&), N TR R A S, HEEFE R,
RN R N HIEE B JIN, G2 R, W “PAR7, MR RO S,
T SCEHEN, 40 “FIREARR", o RIBHIKIRE XS BRI BN, (BIEE
Y EMBEHENRIER A 2K R SRR, XEFERITCEREA NG
TERITERAT RIS,

WRYE EHE AT /ka-/ BTG, WT /ka-/ ANRES HIWrshia /re?/ —iEE X
—H, ATLERH— R, BR 7RISR ESRSE LAY, shialia T A S A
HRIERTRIRE, TRIEE X —BO@EE s iRfT e 4ok %A, A1 LR, &
28 /ka-/ R518 BB E R IESS SRR H 55 A 55 A A RIARIRSE,
Hit, /ka-/ FZERIETEHH. HWihE /re?/ B—MaATEEZ S RIEXN
aNiA, HRENIARN /ka-/ SARE—EMER], FHEER, SRUERBIEEAE, BUEE
RNRIRE, BERIRN /re?/ T FBZERIEY, MRARRERIEX 5

* 2 Suzuki et al. (2021) HIREEIE K 222 BB RIER GRS L,
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3. /ka-/ BRPI @ NBERITRIZIG AT

THERTS /ka-/ TERIESE S PTRDES, MmrERIER #7275 A f#H
XA, RIEHIESRIEANH A, FNZS3 SHPORRHNRIK, E#H
A8 /ka-/ SR EBEMITR /kay/ “WEE” (AT RAEAEGIERE] ; B gar) . A
M — DR IFA) G, &E R E RO 31 R TR FTZ.

RS MESHENRIETK, K L2kEn A, EHREREZUTE
AR IR T (lie 1994), bR, KiAlf) “BRE?" FRIKEEZ “MF
HERA”, “WANE?” RIAWERRE “WEARIE", “AIE?” RENEREZ “ft
LERA” . MH, REAHATDURSEREME, e, “Wha?” (BRRE
“DREEAT). UERANE?” (BERZ “WEERE”) &

BTG, BEFE /kay/ “BFE” BET AT DURIERERNAE, HHEFES
TERTSA AN, EBERIAATERIESEERN /kay, GRITEMILHEE ; HH
PR ERTERIN MR B R TCH, 7= VARG sl iR T M AR, IR — 2 =N,
Bl CSOE R di “IX7 (RIETRIE /dje/) . #CCIE K gar “WE” (MRIETAIE /kax/,
/ka-/) WA yod “H” (WILTIE /ja2/) MG T, EIEIES, FiE,
B, RERIR=AFMEX, Wl (7) :

(7) a "djo  ka: ju??

this where  EXV.E

XA ORPE) EME? (BHE © 58 5N R IR /)

b. "dje  ka-ju?.

this NEG-EXV.E

(T&HD) ARAZFERINE,

c. "djo  ‘ka: [kaz] ju? [ju:].

this where EXV.E

HARAZREN, (ERE  EAIRE)

{51l (7a) J&— SRS T EIERIRFER AT, = NEEIRZEI A, F] (7b) 2
NEEA], EHEEBRIERE R A X E DA RRERIED. F (7c) 2D
[elalfy, 8 =AM = MAERBIESHIEH, 0, WOETE A F R E
FIEA X RER A, e RPa, ERERRE, JAH (Tb) FZEHEAEE
FERENARNSERR (/mi/ /net/ URHMGERZR), HARRIGHER v

* RIMFRIBHBICIE = S RFIE /7T, 2 W Romero (2020,
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A E .

WRNE T B A 2 D RERE, Hr/kay/ “BE” Al DABON B B 9 85 18,
HAthE R 1A 1 2 H ARSI (7a) FIBI (Tc) 2 KHIEERIAIH, HEERIRXEW
SO,

(8) "t¢"a?  ~ha “ts"o-kwo.

25G understand NEG-STEM

R ORFERVNZ) A A E, (85 - EFENDNENME, i)

1 (8) M EIAN /tss-/, RKIETEEMIA /ts"s/ “IH4” GHSCF chi)o It
RS R AE RS UL, [HHBRIALER /kay/ —FEAESNTRE TR, FFH30A
AT ARSERIRRFEE, TR /ts"e-/ — M —MamEE (N ). iz,
WETIEE /ha kwa/ “IE” (ECUEI ha go) WEIEN, HESMIESE &
/ha/ ZHl, HARE AT /kwa/ 2R, HIES NS TRIEWRE /ts"-/
N EARETE, (HHR S FERSRRIL, 5 /kay B,

BEinIA /kay/ FIBECIRETRERTEA, AliE EHE. IBHSHTHNEKEZE,
RHEZE MR,

AR, BIEGERRN— MR 2 —REEWHELR, QNS
/-/ il /ma-/, A G mi (A myi) 1 ma X B, XN EFERBY)
REZE SRR b v] DAFRAE A 79 BIZSR N AR E AR e A e i R R A e (A 4
W Z UL Zeisler 2004: 297-299, 344-346) , JEIBZRIEA RIETEWERF I BUK, [Fitt,
SR EIE RS E T A RIETORE ) RIK T IR T S0 R AR B Rk, At 58
TE R UETEIE A S5 & BSR4 AR B AR T 1], 2R, X — I ARME DAIE
T RS B S SR AERA,

ARG, ATDOHAN R EAME R & B AR SIA R ZRIYIE, W20 H B 5 iR 17 T
2l EWRIETE (DURRSERIE) BYSERRf)FEa5M, 18RS M Uy BE A iH
(/s"w/ Y, /st AL ) KHBEA Tk AIE, EHHEMIGE, g
NG GBI, &EIEA] LA A), RIEFPMEENE N, k2, JFEER
fAmpRERE (/kay “BRE”, /ke ze?/ “Z/07 %) HEEHIEA THHE, £
SURSNARTE, WIS AWEFEEN GRS shiaE T, LR b, SRR E
JEE —RERiAA 2 SR,

RN TIE Y SE PRI SR, FE—MNMERIENENARTE, AN ST,
I G- ghiaia T — i R — A EVEE, IEEEAS A R EERIA S, /kay/ “HEE”
SRR E A (—ERIEFR /md/ N H0R), BE 5 EE TR — 1A
VETEERRNER), BATBRK, ZoMSL, Rk, nTXH, S8R ER— 1A
JEFEIIN F AT LONNIXIER C R BRATS, AN, figay EshiaiE T E S
2 R LR E TR BN ZEA 251K,
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EHYAH, RASGHESTES &, FHTREGENSIHIZE, HAmee
EEMEHE /kar/ “BFEE” DR EFREBRE, ERIE, NE R BHIELSZE,
KIS R IR BLAEE . R, IS5 A R — i & & IR AT RETE MR BB
o HZRESEUMIOEZE, s2asia (&ERnE) 2R (A% . 280, 3€
B B2 ZHR D R 38, Croft (1991). Miestamo (2007). Hansen &
Visconti (2014) FLEEFRRAREIL T MAL  EfEIER S RRIAI N
DUF 751 BRI ERIA (Heine & Kuteva 2002). ANERFABCAGER (&
P& 5 £772014: 156-157)

AR R TEE LI AR RERE S B TS, TR BT R T A B SOE S I
WRAP TG <5 i e s L0 (R AR X — 2 L 1%) AN IS, KA, B,
FARICEE 7 H R EABEFEERIE S N OB ZF A RIBR, FTLUTREZ M TS
iV R B R) 1) R R N A5 T TSR IR ik

HIERE RN RIENERIAE ZDE T, fENEE, 25T E
M, REMA /kay/ “(TE) WPE” 2y, mHEMARBENE “(7E) MR /kay/
BRI B T B RA I LS E B E R R X, By H . PaE D
RS, XN S G e /ka-/ FHIK G S s

B TSR A 5 T IX — TR ASBRMIE T 5 mais.  BOEshia.Z aimT AN
FoRAT A —LER, 540 - yarla/yara/yar “(Ja]) FE”, marla/mara/mar “([A])
K7, pharla/phara/phar “([f]) A8, tshurla/tshura/tshur “(fa]) H” %5 (X
B Hr, &EINE—MEAvR A mERE BIPmEE), $-102%E
—MERWOIBERIEEN, F=AHAEENEN “HAFs” e, AREMNET
AR B B 7 e AT DARC TSR, R T 1t X A 08 176 R B B A IX 4 7 ] i
2

R A IVAR 2 5808 - TG a6 B 280U (4) BRI, (R “TiE” SRR “BE”,
AL TEANE] (1) B - DORZNZFRSRHHEEE S, 1o, A —DEE
FEIETE, WHl9), ZEEEZ “WHE" PEE,

(9) “ka-"ka [‘ka:-"ka]

NEG-tired

AER (X )

Hi OB gar dka’, SXANETERER K77 5 REPRENTE], ST 2IEIER
HERE, B TEAEY, FoE VAN EE, Jit, f9) eENE
KIA], TS Es
YEBLLHIBETERLNEEIER, SN Tsering Samdrup & Suzuki (2019: 251),

"X T EARSAATER, S Suzuki & Lozong Lhamo (2020: 293),
P AR, BUsAR (2020),
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—J7H, EESE XY DOE M R R AR ZSR A R IE BRI & E 2 5 AR,
B (20) FR, DOBHAZEMAYERA, MERSRE M E, 7] DHENRYZ, OF
FRASIR R EIE, NIEE, AWM ENARE. —/7 e
MR, . DOPUERER NRNE S I AP RIZ SR BE Z I FANE S A
T LR & B B2 il iE 75 b (contact-induced grammaticalisation) FAZR (Heine &
Kuteva 2003), 1T LS XA DOEE R LA B8 55, Iz, o nTe gt
BOBEX DGEIR A 1E “BAA (Selibw)” (ISFR/KEE 5516 ; JEITE 2018 I JETFE. B
AtEZ 2020) HAERATGERSE /ka-/o H— BN EMHEEZENEN, 1fE2F
X, H—LLEZFENZBIERIGYE, MMhEEEHGERNS /ka-/, B,
FATTXARMER: /ka-/ HIZHRETEACAIDOER) “WE” BRRER,

MR FEENE, DOBR “TF” FEiER /ka-/ Z A RRKLR, HARER
ENE, SMIESHEANRINGEIEDIES Ehluenm, 2 7 HERm=ER, m
YERUER) /ka-/ JLF-CE5ER T MEERIRI N & & R ATE IR LI R,

4. &L

AR T = OB S E B SE /ka-/ B, FFIFiE T HIB L
/ka-/ RPFTFESCRE N IA gar B IER, AmBIERIES. A ARRFILE,
APHE /ka-/ WERCON T aARIAGSR, HEARZON “AEHBORIEMEERIE" 1
T ASCHEHZIETRMCIRARA nRERZE 1K DOFH i R r A RIESE
EER,

RETR) & R NIRRT SR 2P B2 AR (LIS, HAHE R EZMNETES
MARIERYS, RIS & B 2 01 2 ST P IRADTSR,

st © mERiER 3 (Suzuki 2018: 13 B ZEIRE)

1 BIEER SR 2 1SRMEN T S5 3 SR
a BUEAH a  mIRLFKPEHEA a JREEAH
b mIRIFKIRERA b FTEA
¢ HEVaIERA c Fhid
d HEtdA d  PAHIEA
¢ JR#EPAH e BEHA
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ik
F— AR EXV 1E1EZ)IA
(YN NEG EE RIS
5= AFK SG =R ¢
ACP ISHA STEM EA=RmCOIGRE
E EIEE:4

SE R

(3]
TE /3 (Wang, Li)
2014 (PUBEEE) AR AERRE.
J& ¥ (Zhou, Yang)
2018  AEIKEBHIGEIMIRICRERIR. (5E) 2018 4558 3 M @ 357-369 H.
J&l ¥ (Zhou, Yang). ¥R 182 (Suzuki, Hiroyuki)
2020 KEEBETRIATERERNE ARHE. (RIFEES) 2020 4F55 4 # @ 43-56 H. URL: http:/www.mzyw.
net.cn/Magazine/Show?id=75666

[H 3]
#iAKtE.z (Suzuki, Hiroyuki)
2014a H1 A F Ny MBI - WREETH [Choswateng] HEDSCHEA T v F. T HBEKER - ik
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L EEESE] 15 FRI .
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