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Reconsidering Khivan-Russian Relations
in the Mid-Nineteenth Century :
Shukrullah Agha’s Missions to the Russian and Ottoman Empires

O T
Akifumi SHIOYA

Abstract Muhammad Amin Khan, the ruler of Khiva, dispatched Shukrullah Aga on missions to Russia
and the Ottoman Empire from 1846 to 1854. This author focuses on these missions and, after examining
the contents of Muhammad Amin Khan's letters to the Russian and Ottoman Empires, reached the
following conclusion. Previous studies have emphasised that fearing a repeat of Perovskii's failed military
expedition to Khiva in 1839-1840, the Khanate of Khiva signed a treaty with the Russian envoy
Danilevskii in January 1843, which the Khivan side later violated. However, through a close analysis of
Muhammad Amin Khan's letters, the author demonstrates that the treaty included a few favourable
provisions for the Khivan side as well. The treaty safeguarded the activities of the Khivan subjects and
their properties on Russian territory. Compensation for the Khivan merchants who had been detained
and whose property was confiscated in Russian territory seemed to have been negotiated. In addition, the
treaty shelved the demarcation of the border between Khiva and Russia on the Kazakh steppe. However,
the Russian army began constructing fortresses in the western and southern parts of the Kazakh steppe
in 1846, resulting in a military clash between Russia and Khiva in the lower Syr River basin in 1847. The
study thus concludes that the treaty was violated by the movements of the Russian army in the Kazakh

steppe.

Keywords The Khanate of Khiva, Kazakh steppe, Muhammad Amin Khan, Nicholas I, Russo-Khivan
Treaty of 1843
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