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The Establishment of the Union Cultural Organization and
Its Publishing Network with Southeast Asia.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Hong Kong was involved in the structure of the Cold War, with
the United States at its center, not only in the economic aspect but also in a cultural sense.
This article takes the Union Cultural Organization as the subject of analysis. The Union
was one of the most successful of the US-supported ‘greenback groups.” This article explains
the circumstances of the Union’s establishment and the characteristics of its founding core
members, based on a collection of interviews with Lo Wai Luen and Jean Hung’s Xianggang
wenhua zhongshengdao (A Kaleidoscope of Hong Kong Culture). The founding core members
arrived in Hong Kong in the post-1949 period, were university graduates in mainland China,
and adopted a clear anti-Chinese Communist Party stance while maintaining close ties with
the Third Force. The Union opened a Singapore office in 1955 and subsequently moved its
office to Kuala Lumpur in 1958. In fact, the Hong Kong publishing industry had already
made overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia its market for books during the pre-war period.
As the articles in the Chaofoon shows, the Union tackled two agendas: localization and
competition with the Malayan Communist Party-supported ‘red-back groups.” In the newly-
independent Malaysia, the Union searched for a development direction for literature written

by Chinese language.
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