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Bibliographic Note on Sinophone Magazine “Bulanan Chao Foon” of Malaysia.

Bulanan Chao Foon, Malaysia’s longest-running Sinophone literary magazine, was first
published in 1955. The inaugural issue, “Chao Foon Blows Over the Oasis,” stated that the
term “cultural desert,” which is often used to describe Malayan culture, is very unfair and
clearly disparaging of Malayan culture... We of Chinese descent make up more than half
of the population in both Malaya and Singapore, and we will have to coexist with the other
ethnic groups in Malaya for a long time to come... In both Malaya and Singapore today, there
is just an even greater need for a purely Malayan literary publication. 30 years since the launch
of Chao Foon have been the Cold War era. Chao Foon was also published by a third force that
had migrated south from mainland China. However, the Mahua literary tradition of May 4
Movement realist literature and Chao Foon’s modernist literature was separated as if they were
opposing axes of the Cold War. A study of the Cold War since this century shows that Chao
Foon is a characteristic of a cultural Cold War. It is likewise the birthplace of Sinophone since
the 2010s. We can analyze this magazine from three perspectives: the context of the Cold

War, modernist work, and writers to the south.
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