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“CORPSES WANT TO BE BURRIED” :
TALES ON BURYING REMAINS IN THE YIJIANZHI

ZHENG Gan

Hong Mai #t3#, courtesy name Jinglu 3, art names Yechu #7J& and Rongzhai
7Y% posthumous name Wenmin *C#, was born in Poyang &k, and served during
the reigns of four emperors of the Southern Song dynasty : Gaozong (r. 1127-1162),
Xiaozong (r. 1162-1189), Guangzong (r. 1189-1194), and Ningzong (r. 1194-1224).
His work Yijianzhi 338475 is the most voluminous individual anthology of strange
tales in China. A story titled “Xie Sanniang” f# = in volume seventeen of the first
section of Yijianzhi is about the ghost of a woman named Xie Sanniang who had
wandered around her own corpse for thirty years, and was finally able to be
reincarnated because of a man named Zhao Feng i#i%. While the story is very rich
in content and contains many issues worthy of discussion, this paper focuses on the
burial of the corpse. Cruelly killed and having become a ghost, Xie Sanniang sought
only that her own body would be properly buried, which was a precondition for
reincarnation.

Two questions can be considered here. First, what does the corpse mean for a
ghost? The ghost of Xie Sanniang wandering around her own corpse suggests that
ghosts are tied to their corpses. Second, what is the meaning of burial? Xie Sanniang
asked to be buried properly, only after which her ghost could be reincarnated.

This paper draws the following conclusions. First, there is a very deep
connection between ghosts and their corpses. Ghosts are dependent on their
corpses so they cannot travel far from them. The various stories of haunted houses
also derive from the fact that ghosts wander near their corpses. The phenomenon of
ghosts following after their corpses shows the close relationship between them as
well. Second, what ghosts seek is the integrity of their bodies. Third, people during
the Song era attached great importance to the burial of corpses, which is suggested
by the establishment of Louzeyuan [, and the obsession of people with the
choice of burial sites. Through the stories of ghosts demanding interment of their
bodies, the people in the Song era revealed the fact that many corpses were not
properly buried, and criticized the act of placing corpses in temples.



