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THE YAN STATE’S EASTWARD TERRITORIAL EXPANSION
DURING THE EASTERN ZHOU DYNASTY

MivyAMOTO Kazuo

It is clear that the Yan state enlarged its territory beyond the Yanshan Mountains
from the 6th to 3rd centuries BC, based on the chronology of ritual bronze vessels,
bronze weapons and burial pottery of the Yan state accompanied with the
Liaoning-type daggers and Liaoxi-type halberds of Northern bronzes, as indicated
by the analysis of graves in the graveyards of Dongdazhangzi, Jianchang
Prefecture, Liaoning Province.

This research clarified the processes behind the distribution of Yan artifacts
and tombs which emerged in areas originally populated by people associated with
Northern bronzes. This process firstly suggests that they spread to the Luanhe
River Valley of the Yanshan Mountains during the 6th and 5th centuries BC. Then,
during the time of administration of the Yan Wengong (Yan Chenghou), the
territory of the Yan state enlarged to encompass the Liaoxi district during the 4th
century BC. In addition, this research discovered archaeological evidence for
historical documents showing that King Zhaowang founded five administrative
offices, such as the Shanggu administration, and that the territory of the Yan state
expanded in the Liaodong district from the end of the 4th century to the beginning
of the 3rd century BC. The eastward expansion of territory indicated the
development of the Yan state, which was one of the Warring States behind
agricultural society. The expansion of territory also shows the dawning of a new
era, in that the increase of agricultural products grown using decarbonized cast iron
tools triggered the expansion of agricultural land. This new economic evolution,
which brought about the end of a clan-based society, resulted in a new class of
urban citizens the likes of which had hitherto been unknown, including new farmer
and merchant classes. This development accords with the movement of the Yan
state as one of the Warring States in the manner in which it expanded its territory
to seek out new land for fields among the lands of the Northern bronze people. The
Yan state’s eastward expansion of territory as indicated by archaeological evidence
suggests that it indirectly administrated the Liaoxi district during the 6th and 5th
centuries BC, that it occupied the whole of the Liaoxi district by the 4th century BC,
and that it founded administrative offices reaching to the Liaodong district during
the 3rd century BC.



This eastward enlargement of territory by the Yan state indicates not only the
extension of the territory of Liaoxi and Liaodong districts but also a cultural
movement triggering a new culture on the Korean Peninsula. It also indicates the
establishment of the Chondode pottery culture and the slender bronze dagger
culture of the Korean Peninsula. As part of this process, iron tools and iron
production techniques spread to the Korean Peninsula and then on to the Japanese
Archipelago.

A STUDY OF THE NIGHT IN ANCIENT CHINA : HUMAN ACTION
AND THE APPEARANCES OF SUPERNATURAL BEINGS

YAJIMA Akiko

This paper addresses the night in ancient China. In the case of ancient Japanese
history, Miyake Kazuo offered the following four points about the night and the
sensitivity of people in ancient Japan. First, daytime was a time for human activity,
and the sense of sight predominated. Second, nighttime was a time for non-human
beings, and the senses of hearing, smell, and touch predominated. Third, non-human
beings began to become active in the evening. Fourth, non-humans beings retreat
at dawn, and humans find signs of their presence. With reference to these findings,
this paper examines the meaning of the night in ancient China from the point of
view of human action and appearance of supernatural beings.

First, in regard to human action, we find in the Zuozhuan /{8 that the
movement of armies, escapes, invasions, returns, and regicides take place at night.
Most of these actions are those that should be conducted in silence or secretly, but a
night attack might employ sound effectively to throw an enemy into confusion.
Because these cases were irregular events and the Han dynasty prohibited people
from going out at night without reason, it appears that actions conducted at night
were regarded as outside the normal order.

The second considers the appearances of non-human and supernatural beings.
Emperor Wu of the Han conducted the rite worshiping Taiyi Z=— and performed
necromancy throughout the night. And nuo # rites were performed with fire to
exorcize pestilence on the final night of the year. Yamada Kenji indicated that
exorcizing evil birds, such as the Guhuoniao % 55 and Guiche WHL, which flew
over at New Year’s night and caused children to become sick, was related to the
nuo. Because the evils of pestilence visited at night, it is thought that the ancient
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