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Some Insights from Reading Articles
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I want to share a few insights from reading articles so far. I have spent nearly a year deciding on a
research topic for my doctoral program. The topic of the master's program was the Elevator Group
Control System. After discussing with my supervisor, I extended my research to logistic systems
with a broader application field. Thus, I decided on Supply Chain Management, a tremendous
research direction that has been highly studied. Focusing on a topic and considering something new
worth studying requires a lot of literature review. However, due to my lack of experience, I did not
know how to evaluate papers to see if it is helpful to my research. Moreover, I cannot always
distinguish right from wrong for papers with different quality levels. Hence, there were many
misguided cases and wasted time.

The lesson from my reading literature inefficiently for nearly a year is that: to evaluate a paper, I
need to think more and dare to suspect. My supervisor always told me that I could not simply
swallow the contents of an article or be convinced that they are all true because some authors
emphasize their studies' advantages but prove them inadequately. Indeed, I should not only respect
the authors but also dare to doubt whether the contents are reasonable. Besides, thinking more from
both authors' and researchers' angles helps comprehensively understand and evaluate articles. For
instance, If I realize that the model or method mentioned in a paper is deficient, and I have ideas for
improvement, I need to raise such questions: why did the authors not think of them? Did the authors
think of them but have not done them yet.

The same is true when considering social happenings. Such a set of meticulous and logical thinking
rules helps judge a complex event.
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