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1872 and view it as a process involving mainly Japan, the Ryukyus, and China, I
argue that the Ryukyu shobun should be investigated within a larger timeframe and
from a global perspective.

SUN WEN AND ZHANG ZUOLIN,
FOCUSING ON THEIR PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE REUNIFICATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

SHIBUTANI Yuri

Sun Wen’s reconciliation with the Beljing government in the 1920s has often been
regarded as an aberration for Sun as a revolutionary. The author, however,
considers it a practical policy aimed at reunifying the Republic of China. This article
attempts to clarify what impelled Beijing and Sun to collaborate, and to review how
they evaluated one another and what they expected from the reconciliation.
Emphasizing Sun’s partnership with Zhang Zuolin, who reigned supreme in Beljing
after 1924, I concentrate on the relation-building process between the two.

Section 1 covers the period from 1911 to 1918 when there was no room for
cooperation. During this period, Sun regarded Zhang as an enemy of the revolution
and the republic. However, Sun gradually discovered that Zhang would be useful in
influencing the rivalries in Beijing among Duan Qirui, Cao Kun, and Wu Peifu.

Section 2 adresses the international necessity for reunification of the Republic
due to the end of World War I in 1918, and the changes involving the Beijing
Government and Sun. In this period, Duan and Sun sought to collaborate. However,
Zhang sided with Cao and Wu and won the backing of Japan, becoming the most
powerful military leader Sun could find. After Duan lost Anhui-Zhili War in 1920,
Sun was threatened by Cao and Wu, and seeking a military partnership, entered
into secret negotiation with Zhang.

Analyzing the memoir of Ning Wu, who was in charge of the negotiations and
Sun’s correspondences from 1922-23, I examine the relationship-building process in
section 3. Sun planned joint operations with Zhang in the First Fengtian-Zhili War
in 1922 but failed due to poor timing, and Zhang lost the war. However, Sun
maintained the plan, built up a network of connections, and secured loans for the
military from Zhang.

In conclusion, Sun decided to take a conciliatory attitude toward Duan and
Zhang based on the necessity of reunifying the Republic. After Duan’s loss in the
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civil war of 1920, Sun regarded Zhang, who had greater military power, as the most
significant partner. Securing war funding from Zhang provided Sun the opportunity
to exercise influence on the military and political situation in the north.

THE INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE
TO CHIANG KAI-SHEK’S CHINA’S DESTINY

MORIKAWA Hiroki

China’s Destiny, published in March 1943, was regarded as an important work in
China because the author, Chiang Kai-shek, as a national leader had a significant
presence in the world. The contents and importance of the book were also widely
touted. However, there were quite a few people in China who criticized Chiang,
pointing out the “feudal” and “despotic” character of the book. Some went as far as
deriding the book as the “Mein Kampf of China”.

Whether positive or negative, China’s Destiny created a sensation as a work by
the leader of China. Scholars have focused on the sensation it caused and have
revealed many of the details of its domestic reception such as how the Chinese
people, and particularly those associated with Kuomintang, responded to the book.

However, few studies have given sufficient attention to the international
response elicited by China’s Destiny. The book also created a sensation outside
China, therefore, it is necessary as well to analyze international response to
understand the comprehensive influence of the book. This article sheds light on the
response of two important allies of China in 1943, the United Kingdom and the
United States, and how two English-language versions of China’s Destiny, published
in 1947, were evaluated in the English-speaking world.

Authorities in both the UK and US expressed dissatisfaction with the contents
of China’s Destiny, because it attributed all the problems of China to the so-called
unequal treaties. Because of this, the plan to publish an English version of the book
met with a setback. After the end of the war with Japan, the American
businessman Philip Jaffe published the English version of China’s Destiny with
detailed comments critical of Chiang’s political stance. Jaffe had not secured
permission from the KMT to publish, and thus the KMT vigorously criticized him
and published an authorized edition of China’s Destiny to counter Jaffe's edition.
However, this KMT countermeasure allowed readers in the English-speaking
world to clearly recognize the anti-American and anti-British character of the
book, resulting in a severe blow to Chiang’s reputation internationally.
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