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Review of the Studies on “Alternative Care” in Japanese Sociology
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Summary The purpose of this paper is to overview how sociological studies have studied “alternative
care”, the official system of protection and fostering of children separated from their parents.

The historical sociology of “alternative care” has described the discourse on “the children to be
protected officially”, while the sociological studies based on fieldwork have focused on the experiences of

children in foster families or childcare facilities.

The field research on foster parents has focused on the differences in the object, while it has been
made only in family sociology. On the other hand, the field research on childcare facilities has been
made in many fields in sociology, while it has missed many objects of study.

Based on this review, the final section of this paper shows the future prospects of the studies on

“alternative care” in Japanese sociology.





