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Abstract

Sources regarding the social activities of Tsutomu Ema (1884-1979), known as a researcher
of Japanese old manners and customs, are limited and they haven't been reviewed in a
reasonable manner. Although Tadao Umesao evaluated Ema’s achievements as “visualization
of history,” there is no detailed explanation to the reason why Ema’s research activities were
led to focus on visualization.

In this article, I indicated three reasons to make it clear: having developed a visual means of
communication in search of lectures for the students of the Kyoto City Specialist School of
Painting (present Kyoto City University of Arts); having worked on various projects with
painters from Kyoto painting circles; and having been appreciated by visual media (e.g. films)
as the brains for background research. I sought for the real meaning of “visualization of
history” by looking into the activities of various artists and intellectuals gathered in the
Research Group on Manners and Customs.

I concluded the article by referring to Ema’s own research method developed while he
interacted with painters from Kyoto painting circles, which enabled the painters and other
professionals to share their achievements as visible or tangible output. For Ema, “visualization
of history” was to reproduce history and old manners and customs based on his research.

Keywords : Tsutomu Ema, Kyoto City Specialist School of Painting, Research Group on
Manners and Customs, Kyoto painting circles, history painting



