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Abstract

Bunsho Jugaku (1900-92) is an English scholar and bibliographer known for his research on
William Blake and Dante’'s Divine Comedy. His wife Shizuko is also a writer. Based in their
home, Koujitsu-an, the couple conducted a survey of washi mills in Honshu, Shikoku, and
Kyushu. This research was realized with an academic scholarship at the recommendation of
Izuru Shinmura, whom under Jugaku studied.

From October 1937 to March 1940, Jugaku visited 96 towns and villages on 15 trips. Ryoichi
Mizutani, Director of the Labor Division of the Cabinet Statistics Bureau, who was a fellow of
Mingei, cooperated with the survey plan.

In the survey, Shizuko recorded the scenery of her travels, and Jugaku recorded the
professional papermaking process. Jugaku took pictures, collected papers, and brought them
home.

The culmination of their research is “Papermaking Village Travel Diary” by Jugaku Bunsho
and Shizuko. It is highly regarded for its excellent binding. It has scientifically researched and
described contents about papermaking at that time.

Jugaku strongly criticizes the use of chemical materials to make paper more efficient.
Jugaku, who sees paper as a craft, appreciates paper made by old methods using materials
that cannot be mixed, but there is a gap between paper manufacturing as an industry and as a
craft.

Keywords : Bunsho Jugaku , Kojitsuan book, “Paper making village travel diary”, washi,
improved paper
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