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BETWEEN THE MODERN ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH
AND “MUNCIPALITY” : THE CONTROVERSY OVER
THE RE-CONSTITUTION OF THE SANITARY BOARD IN
BRITISH HONG KONG FROM LATE 19TH CENTURY
TO EARLY 20TH CENTURY

KOBORI Shingo

This paper clarifies how the Hong Kong Government established a modern
centralized sanitary administration from the late 19" century to the early 20
century, as well as how the issue was disputed by the people in Hong Kong.
Although many colonial histories have been based on the dichotomy between the
modern western colonizer and the pre-modern indigenous colonized, this paper
regards the arguments among the government, colonial bureaucrats, western
citizens and Chinese elites as a conflict between the centralized administration of
the government and “Municipality” (#1757 H %) within the Sanitary Board (G#{§
J&), which was organized in 1883 to address issues of sanitation in Hong Kong.

The Sanitary Board was one of the most vital institutions for western citizens
and Chinese elites. They regarded the Board as an autonomous governing body like
those in the cities of Britain or in other colonies of the British Empire. After the
bubonic plague in 1894, the Hong Kong Government regarded the Chinese
community as a hotbed of the disease and tried to establish a centralized sanitary
administration. As a result of the amendment of the Public Health and the Buildings
Ordinance of 1903, the Government appointed a colonial official known as the
Principal Civil Medical Officer, to be the head of the Sanitary Department ({55 )
and the president of the Sanitary Board, thus putting the Sanitary Board under the
control of the Government.

One of my arguments in this paper is that western citizens and Chinese elites
transcended their ethnic divisions to cooperate with each other to protect their own
interests. Both western and Chinese property owners, who were forced to bear the
financial burden to improve the sanitary condition in their properties, criticized the
government sanitary administration. The report of the commission of enquiry into
the sanitary administration organized in 1906, which was composed of the unofficial
members of the Sanitary Board, demanded the municipal autonomy of the Sanitary
Board to protect their economic interests and liberty. Though the Government
wished to appoint a new administrative head, the autonomous local body would not
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permit it. Moreover, unofficial members of the legislative Council (37 J5) who
demanded improvement in sanitation also denied there was local autonomy and
claimed that the Government should bear the responsibility for improving
sanitation.

Another consideration addressed in this paper is how governors, colonial
bureaucrats, western citizens and Chinese elites, tended to compare Hong Kong
with cities in Britain, other colonies and settlements, and how they utilized both the
universality of the British Empire and the local specificity of Hong Kong to gain
control of jurisdiction over public health. property owners tried to legitimize the
obtaining municipal autonomy by comparing Hong Kong with Britain. However, the
colonial bureaucrats and those who sought improvement in sanitary conditions
usually emphasized the local specificity of Hong Kong and regarded property
owners as not being suitable, public-spirited citizens.

THE CONCEPT OF FATHERS AND SONS SHARING
THE SAME QI (R ¥ F5) : A RECONSIDERATION OF
SHIGA SHUZO’S PRINCIPLES OF CHINESE FAMILY LAW

SASAKI Megumi

This paper re-examines the Principles of Chinese family Law (FFEIZ G0 FH)
of Shiga Shizo # %5 = in terms of the date of the formation of the concept of “a
father and son sharing the same ¢:” (g7 5. being defined as a material force or vital
energy) and shows that the view that the principles of Chinese family law persisted
throughout two millennia from the Han to the Qing is untenable.

Shiga Shuzo's Principles of Chinese Family Law is a masterpiece that has had a
decisive impact on the field. In this book, the principle of a strong patrilineal family
is summed up in three sub-principles of “a father and son forming one body,” “a
husband and wife forming one body,” and the “equality of brothers,” and the basic
principle is supported by the concept of “fathers and sons sharing the same g¢i.”
This concept explains that property rights and ritual obligations were inherited
only from the father to his sons and not from the mother to her sons. If, as Shiga
claims, the principles of Chinese family law operated continuously for more than
two millennia, from the Han to the Qing, then the concept of a father and sons
sharing the same ¢7 must have existed during that period as well.

However, this paper reveals the following countervailing points. First, during
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