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philosophical influence that scientific thought had on the major turning point in the
history of Chinese philosophy of the end of the Ming to the beginning of the Qing
era (late 16th century-early 17th century). The rise of scientific thought during
that time is largely due to Western science (¥ £:) brought by the Jesuit
missionaries who came after the end of the 16th century. Jiang Yong is considered a
scholar who supported and highly valued Western science, but he also maintained
the idea that the source of Western science was in China (FE£:H1i). He thought
that theories such as the golden ratio that came into China from the West had
previously appeared in the books of ancient Chinese sages, and linked the golden
ratio to the mathematical theory developed in the Hetu Luoshu i B 143

Jiang Yong is considered the ancestor of the Wan school (%£{K), an important
school in the study of old documents during the Qing Dynasty, and it is believed that
he had great influence on Dai Zhen #3E (1724-1777), but the question of the nature
of the specific influence has not been clarified. This paper analyzes their theories of
mathematics in an attempt to learn how they influenced one another by considering
what they expected from the sages and what kind of human beings they thought of
as exemplars.

Another purpose of this paper is to consider how the intellectuals of the Qing
era grasped “knowledge” (J1). The thought of Jiang Yong and Dai Zhen included
the idea that theoretical and universal things were distinct from technical and
concrete things, and that the sages had foreseen the former. In other words, there is
a hierarchy in “knowledge,” and theory is superior to technology. However, Jiang
Yong esteemed human effort to create a detailed design of the sages’ theories as
concrete techniques while still maintaining this hierarchy. His high evaluation of
Western science may have arisen from its understanding of ancient theory.

REEXAMINING THE NGUYEN DYNASTY’S RULE OF VIETNAM IN
THE SECOND HALF OF 19TH CENTURY THROUGH THE STUDY OF
ITS FISCAL ADMINISTRATION

TAGA Yoshihiro

This paper aims to analyze the Nguyén dynasty’s rule of Vietnam during the late
19" century from the vantage point of fiscal administration.

In the early 19* century the Nguyén dynasty created a fiscal administrative
system marked by the concentration of national wealth in the imperial capital of
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Hué. Under this system, the most important revenue source was located in the
northern Vietnam centered on Red River delta region. Commodities such as rice,
cash, gold and silver collected in the provinces were transported to Hué over sea
and land routes, forming an enormous stockpile in the capital.

Beginning in 1858, the Nguyén dynasty suffered territorial losses with cession
of land to the French, resulting in a loss of tax revenue, the imposition of a war
indemnity and expanding military expenditures, all of which caused a crisis in
financial administration. Other problems included protracted turmoil in the
northern mountainous region instigated by the influx of armed Chinese bandits that
also brought substantial change in the dynastic financial structure. In order to
supply Nguyén and Qing troops, surplus goods in northern Vietnam were directed
to the mountainous region at the expense of the supply to Hué. In this period,
commodities sent to the northern region from Hué increased markedly, leading to a
change in the flow of wealth centered on Hué that had been formed in the early 19
century.

To deal with such circumstances, the Nguyén dynasty made an effort to
generate fresh sources of revenue. New trends that foreshadowed the French
colonial period can be found in the Nguyén fiscal regime after the 1860s, including
polices such as the inauguration of an opium tax, extended tax farming by Chinese,
as well as the introduction of Western silver coins into the fiscal administration.
Although traditional scholarship has seen the history of late 19" century Vietnam in
negative terms, as far as the realm of fiscal administration is concerned, we should
re—envisioned it as a period in which significant actions that led to the successive

age were set in motion.
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