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Urban sighting of the Ural owl Strix uralensis on the Uji Campus of Kyoto University,

Kyoto, western Japan

Masumi Hisano™

mx%EE

TFMEDO KRB SHH T 7 O Strix uralensis GG ORI PBIE SN, TRETOFHRT v V28X
B2 BEMBETIZ7 70y 0itikid e, FHEFRBFOHGICELE L 1B2MA5bDTH 5.
X—T— N SR, B HmA S, ARTARH, BRAA

D=1
At midnight on August 21, 2023, the Ural owl (Strix uralensis: Strigiformes, Strigidae), a large predatory bird species,

was observed on the Uji Campus of Kyoto University, located in the urban area of southern Kyoto Prefecture, western

Japan. The Ural owl is a forest-dwelling species and is categorized as a Near-Threatened Species in the Red List of

Kyoto Prefecture. There are no previous records of owls in the bird assemblages reported within the Uji Campus of

the university. The present report adds an important species to the previous survey results.
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Figure 1. The site where the Ural owl Strix uralensis was observed and its surrounding environ-
ment. (a) A map of Kyoto Prefecture, with the region of Uji highlighted by a square. (b)
The location of the Uji campus of Kyoto University, highlighted by a square frame, along
with the surrounding area in Uji city, Kyoto Prefecture. (¢) Uji campus of Kyoto
University and its adjacent neighborhoods. The star marks the location where the owl
was observed. All the materials are based on the terrain maps of Geospatial Information
Authority of Japan (https://www.gsi.go.jp/).
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Figure 2. The Ural owl observed on the Uji Campus of Kyoto University (Uji City, Kyoto
Prefecture) in August 2023, and the environment of the observed site. (a) The owl perch-
ing on an antenna of the building. (b) The position of the antenna where the owl was
perching and a daytime view of its surrounding environment on the same day when the
owl was observed. The yellow arrow indicates the position where the owl perched at
night. (c) The owl flying away from the antenna (cropped from the video in
Supplementary Material 3). All pictures were taken on August 21st, 2023.
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